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ABSTRACT 
This research is aimed at identifying the types and functions of figures of 
speech in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. 
The study of stylistics is employed since this research investigates language and 
style which can be seen in figurative language through figures of speech in the 
objects of study. 
This research applied descriptive qualitative method. The data of this 
research were taken from The Jakarta Post official website. The forms of the data 
are the sentences in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK 
vs. Polri which contain figures of speech. In the research, inductive analysis 
method was used in the analysis of data. Triangulation was used to establish the 
reliability of the data and to ensure the findings, so that it can enhance 
trustworthiness. 
The results of this research are as follows. (1) There are only six of twelve 
types of figures of speech found based on Perrine’s theory, i.e. metaphor, simile, 
apostrophe, synecdoche, overstatement/hyperbole, and irony. (2) Each type of 
figure of speech has its particular function or functions. Yet, there are only two of 
four functions of figures of speech found based on Perrine’s theory, i.e. to add 
emotional intensity and to say much in a brief compass. Metaphor, simile, and 
overstatement/hyperbole carry both functions, adding emotional intensity to the 
readers and saying much in a brief compass. Apostrophe and irony only function 
to add emotional intensity to the readers, while and synecdoche only functions in 
saying much in a brief compass. 
 
Keywords: figures of speech, types, functions, news headlines, The Jakarta Post 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
Language in its role as a means of communication has some functions; 
one of which is to deliver information. Basically, language is delivered in two 
forms, written and spoken forms, each of whose application is adapted by the 
necessity. Through the times, people aim to develop media of communication 
to deliver information and idea, and to apply the functions of language to be 
easier. Media of communication are also more varied in their development, 
for example, printed media, electronic media, and mass media. 
Language has a very significant role in human life. Since it is 
important, humans give their attention to language and then the knowledge 
that focuses on studying human languages called linguistics is formed. 
Linguistics is also the study of how humans deliver information through 
spoken or written form with varied language styles according to the speaker or 
the writer. In linguistics, this study is called stylistics. 
Each language user has his/her style of language which makes his/her 
own characteristics of language style. As Leech and Short (2007: 9) say, style 
is a way in which language is used. It refers to the way in which language is 
used in a given context, by a given person, and for a given purpose. In its 
application, style of language is used whether in written or spoken form, for 
example in literary works and speeches. Moreover, by learning stylistics, 
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people can find out the relation between language and its artistic functions 
(Leech & Short, 2007: 11). 
Under stylistics, figure of speech is one of language style aspects 
commonly discussed. Here language style can be seen in figurative language 
through figures of speech. According to Leech & Short (2007: 63), figures of 
speech are the features which are foregounded by virtue of departing in some 
way from general norms of communication by means of the language code. 
Leech categorizes figures of speech into two categories, i.e. schemes and 
tropes. As time goes by, the application of figures of speech is also found not 
only in literary works, but also in speeches, advertisements, and news. 
In this study, the researcher investigates the use of figures of speech in 
The Jakarta Post headlines in January 2015 under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. 
There are several reasons for choosing this topic. First, the object–The Jakarta 
Post–is one of the biggest and most well-known English-language newspapers 
in Indonesia. Second, the issue of KPK vs. Polri under the topic of law and 
politics is one of the most happening issues in Indonesia in the early year of 
2015. This issue occurs in quite a long time. Besides, it is also based on the 
researcher’s personal interest in law and politics. Third, news headlines have 
more interesting language styles and usually make them more memorable to 
the readers than common news articles. Fourth, the readers of newspapers 
usually do not recognize and understand the use of figurative language, 
especially on the types of figures of speech. However, there is a variety of 
language expression which is created for particular purposes and to make 
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special effects. Thus, pertaining to this research, the researcher wants to know 
more about the types of figures of speech and their functions through stylistic 
approach. 
B. Research Focus 
According to Leech & Short (2007: 61), there are several problems of 
a stylistic study that can be identified; they are lexical categories, grammatical 
categories, figures of speech, and cohesion and context. Yet, based on the 
researcher’s considerations of the significance, possibility of doing this 
research, and the researcher’s interest, this research uses the topic of figures of 
speech under the study of stylistics. 
The Jakarta Post website has many contents, for example, news 
articles, opinion, and tips. The researcher focuses his study only on the news 
headlines since the newspaper headlines have more interesting language 
styles, as stated in the background of the study. 
There are many other problems that can be analyzed related to the 
language style through stylistic approach in The Jakarta Post headlines. 
However, the researcher decides to make a limitation in collecting and 
analyzing the data. In conducting this research, this study focuses on the 
analysis of the types and functions of figures of speech applied in this object. 
Moreover, the linguistic analysis is focused on the language used in the news 
headlines, i.e. the sentences. 
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According to the background and research focus, the researcher 
formulates the problems as follows. 
1. What are the types of figures of speech used in The Jakarta Post 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri? 
2. What are the functions of figures of speech used in The Jakarta Post 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri? 
C. Objectives of the Study 
In relation to the formulation of the problems, the objectives of this study 
are stated as follows: 
1. to identify the types of figures of speech used in The Jakarta Post 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri; and 
2. to find out the functions of figures of speech used in The Jakarta Post 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. 
D. The Significance of the Study 
Theoretically, this study is expected to give academic contribution by 
enriching the knowledge concerning the study of stylistics conducted by the 
lecturers and the students. To be exact, it deals with the role of figures of 
speech used in mass media. Practically, the readers are expected to be more 
open-minded toward non-literary products particularly in language use, 
especially for the academicians. Then, they can express their creativity in 
various ways and conduct the use of figures of speech to be more effective 
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and interesting in non-literary works. In addition, the finding of this research 
can be one of the sources of information or a reference for other researchers in 
the future. Thus, they can conduct further studies in stylistics with a more 
complex discussion that focuses on different objects. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
A. Literature Review 
1. Stylistics 
In life, style has broad definitions. Style in general is a way of 
expressing, doing, or presenting something. So as in language, the language 
user has his/her style of language to express. In language, style is also a way 
to write or use words beautifully. Since language and style can be combined, 
then the study of both fields called stylistics appeared. 
Basically, stylistics is the study that investigates language and style. 
Verdonk (2002: 3) implicitly states that stylistics is a linguistic description on 
a language style study. Since the main study of stylistics is language, then 
stylistics is the study under linguistics although on its investigation, it can use 
literature perspective. 
On its development, stylistics had an extension on its objects of study. 
At first, stylistics is used to investigate literary works. It occurs because on its 
application, stylistics is the study with linguistic analysis and literary 
criticism. Objects which are investigated are prose and poetry. However, in 
this era, stylistics can be applied in non-literary works. Simpson (2004: 2-3) 
states that the preferred study in stylistics is literary text, but many forms of 
discourse (advertising, journalism, popular music–even casual conversation) 
7 
 
often display a high degree of stylistics scope. Now, the study of stylistics can 
be used by more circles and it is being more flexible and applicable. 
Leech and Short (2007: 11) state that the study of stylistics aims to 
give an explanation of the language use and artistic function. They also affirm 
that every analysis of style is an attempt to find the artistic principles 
underlying a writer’s choice (2007: 60). Moreover, the essential purpose of 
stylistics is to explore language and creativity in language use (Simpson, 
2004: 3). 
Stylistics mostly uses particular stylistic categories than language 
categories. Nevertheless, stylistics whose main object of study is language 
will not be apart from linguistic aspects. Leech and Short in their book—Style 
in Fiction (2007: 61) mention that stylistics has four categories of study. The 
first is lexical categories. Lexical categories focus on lexical items contained 
in the text. In the text, lexical items have many types, i.e. nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, and adverbs. The second is grammatical categories. Grammatical 
categories focus on the structure of the sentence. To produce a sentence, the 
writer or the speaker certainly considers many things such as the use of tenses, 
complexity level of sentence, active-passive of a sentence, word choice in 
sentence, and so on (Leech and Short, 2007: 62). The third is cohesion and 
context. Cohesion and context also have a significant role that can be analyzed 
in the study of language style. Cohesion is a correlation among words and 
sentences in the text, while context is a place where the text stands. In 
language, a text becomes a discourse when there are cohesion and coherence 
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in it. The fourth is figures of speech. Figures of speech are the forms of speech 
which are different from common speech in use. By the use of figures of 
speech, language becomes figurative. 
2. Figures of Speech 
At first, figures of speech exist as the devices to compare or find 
similarities referring to the features. In figurative language, figures of speech 
are linguistic elements that have non-literal meaning. 
Traditional figures of speech include schemes and tropes. According to 
Leech and Short (2007: 66), schemes are defined as ‘foregrounded repetitions 
of expressions’, and tropes as ‘foregrounded irregularities of content’. There 
are some categories of schemes, i.e. phonological schemes, grammatical 
schemes, and lexical schemes (Leech and Short, 2007: 63). Phonological 
schemes contain phonological patterns of rhyme, alliteration and assonance 
while grammatical and lexical schemes contain formal and structural 
repetition (such as anaphora and parallelism) and mirror-image patterns 
(chiasmus). In addition, tropes also contain traditional poetic figures of speech 
and their special interpretation. 
a. The Types of Figures of Speech 
Figures of speech have many types. In this section, the researcher uses 
twelve kinds of figures of speech based on Perrine’s theory (1969: 64-167). In 
his book—Sound and Sense: An Introduction to Poetry, Perrine classifies 
twelve kinds of figures of speech into three categories, i.e. figures of speech 
9 
 
by comparison, figures of speech by association, and figures of speech by 
contrast. 
1) Figures of speech by comparison 
Based on comparison, there are four types of figures of speech, i.e. 
metaphor, simile, personification, and apostrophe. 
a) Metaphor 
Perrine (1969: 65) states that metaphor is a comparison between things 
which essentially unlike. Simpson (2004: 41) defines metaphor as a process of 
mapping between two different conceptual domains that are known as the 
source domain (the topic or concept that a speaker or writer draws in order to 
create the metaphorical construction) and target domain (the topic or concept 
that a speaker or writer wants to describe). According to Leech and Short 
(2007: 71), the analogizing sense in figures of speech can be revealed through 
metaphor. Implicitly, metaphor is a kind of analogy or comparison. Metaphor 
can function as subject, object, etc. The form used as metaphor is brief, for 
example, the sentence He had a heart of lion. This expression means that the 
subject he had a heart which is strong and brave like a lion. 
Metaphor functions to create a relation in mind between two units and 
usually it emphasizes certain similarities. In addition, Leech and Short (2007: 
21) also say that poetic metaphor makes people to deny a literal sense and 
provokes people to make sense, i.e. to find interpretations by paraphrase. 
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b) Simile 
According to Simpson (2004: 43-44), a simile is a figure of speech 
which makes an explicit relation between two concepts by using ‘is like’ 
formula. As a figure of speech based on comparison, simile is like metaphor. 
The difference between them is simile uses comparative words while 
metaphor does not. In addition, Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G26) say that 
simile is indicated by some connective words such as like, as, than, or a verb 
such as resembles. For example, the sentence She is like my sunshine uses the 
word like to make a connection between the words she and my sunshine and to 
illustrate that there is a similarity between them, i.e. the value of beauty. 
c) Personification 
Kövecses (2010: 39) says that in personification, human qualities are 
given to non-human entities. Personification helps the reader visualize 
something non-human in term of human form. According to Perrine (1969: 
67), personification gives human being attributes to an animal, an object, or an 
idea. Those animals, un-living things, or ideas can perform actions like 
human. For example, the sentence Bad weather halts Trigana plane search in 
Papua (The Jakarta Post) uses the word halts as a verb. Bad weather itself is 
non-human which is given a human being attribute. 
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d) Apostrophe 
According to Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G2), apostrophe is a direct 
address to someone or something such as an inanimate object, a dead or 
absent person, an abstract thing, or a spirit. For example, in the sentence 
Bright star, would I were steadfast as thou art (John Keats, “Bright Star”), the 
speaker talks to the bright star that could not answer the speaker’s utterance. 
In the use of apostrophe, the readers know that there would be no responses. 
Apostrophe also can be seen as a development form of personification 
which it is addressing the objects or concepts that have to be personified like 
animals, un-living things, or ideas. Apostrophe and personification have 
several similarities, but apostrophe does not need great imaginative power to 
describe. In addition, it also functions to provide the speaker to articulate 
thought aloud. 
2) Figures of speech by association 
Based on association, there are four types of figures of speech, i.e. 
metonymy, symbol, synecdoche, and allegory. 
a) Metonymy 
Perrine (1969: 69) defines metonymy as a figure of speech that uses 
something closely related for the thing actually meant. In line with Perrine, 
Kövecses (2010: 175) states that there are two elements or entities that are 
closely related to each other in conceptual space in metonymy. In its 
application, Kövecses (2010: 172) also says that metonymy uses one entity or 
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thing to indicate or to provide mental access to another entity. The name of 
the thing is substituted with another thing that is closely associated. For 
example, in the sentence Let me give you a hand, the speaker means the object 
hand is ‘help’ while hand literally is a part of human body. Here the word 
hand is a metonymy which illustrates an association between the hand as a 
part of human body with the action of giving help. 
b) Symbol 
Perrine (1969: 83) defines symbol as something which means more 
than what it is. Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G28) say that symbol is a person, 
place, or thing in a narrative that suggests meanings beyond its literal sense. 
According to Kövecses (2010: 65), symbols in general and in particular may 
be based on metaphors in a culture. He also says that to understand a symbol 
means to be able to see the conceptual metaphors which the symbol can evoke 
or was created to evoke (2010: 65). 
A symbol usually uses a word or phrase which is familiar in people. 
For example, the sentence Ah Sunflower, weary of time, Who countest the 
steps of the sun; Seeking after that sweet golden clime Where the traveler’s 
journey is done; in William Blake’s poem entitled “Ah Sunflower”, the word 
sunflower is a symbol that refers to life cycle. 
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c) Synecdoche 
Kövecses (2010: 179) implicitly states that synecdoche is another 
metonymic variant which uses a part of a thing for the whole thing. Through 
synecdoche, what is being talked is simplified by only mentioning significant 
detail. Synecdoche may also uses a whole to represent a part. Keraf (2004: 
142) argues that synecdoche is a figurative language that uses parts to 
represent the whole of something (pars pro toto) or the whole to refer to some 
of its parts (totem pro parte). 
Linked to metaphor and metonymy, synecdoche creates wordplay by 
referring to something with an associated concept. For example, in the 
sentence Each head should contribute money with the nominal predetermined, 
the word head is a synecdoche which represents a person. 
d) Allegory 
Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G1) say that allegory is a figure of speech 
in narrative form in verse or prose which the literal events such as persons, 
places, and things consistently point to a parallel sequence of symbolic ideas. 
They also state that an allegory has two levels of meaning, i.e. a literal level 
that tells a surface story and a symbolic level in which the abstract ideas 
unfold. For example, in The Parable of the Prodigal Son in the Bible 11And he 
said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to 
his father (Luke 15: 11-12), the words two sons represent the common 
persons and the father represents God. 
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3) Figures of speech by contrast 
Based on contrast, there are four types of figures of speech, i.e. 
paradox, overstatement/hyperbole, understatement/litotes, and irony. 
a) Paradox 
According to Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G21), paradox is a statement 
that at first seems as self-contradictory but it reveals some deeper sense on 
reflection. In general, paradox may be either a situation or a statement 
(Perrine, 1969: 109). For example, the sentences Your enemy is sometimes 
your close friend. Your friend is sometimes your real enemy tell that in reality, 
sometimes people cannot recognize what is actually called a friend or an 
enemy. The sentences make sense semantically. 
People who can understand paradox well will see something at first 
impossible is actually possible and contains truth. It can be said that paradox 
is like a form of irony which reminds people of the irrational nature of the 
world they live in. 
b) Overstatement/hyperbole 
Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G21) implicitly say that overstatement or 
hyperbole is an exaggeration that is used to emphasize something. Perrine 
(1969: 110) also emphasizes that the exaggeration use in overstatement or 
hyperbole is the exaggeration in the service of truth. For example, the 
sentence The death of him suddenly makes the entire world stunned stop is 
used hyperbole or overstatement because it is impossible that by the death of a 
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person, the entire world is being stunned stop. It makes a big effect that the 
person who is dead is such a famous, well-known, or prominent person. 
Overstatement or hyperbole functions to make effects such as 
humorous or important, imaginary or retrained, and convincing or 
unconvincing. The statement itself is not expected to be believed by people. 
c) Understatement/litotes 
Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G30) define understatement as an ironic 
figure of speech that describes something in a way that is less than the true 
situation. In understatement or litotes, the speaker does not exaggerate what 
he/she says. The speaker says the thing ordinarily but states less than the truth. 
For example, the sentences He had a brain cancer but it’s OK because he 
would have an operation. It is not so serious contain litotes or understatement 
that describe the condition although the subject he had a brain cancer, it 
follows with but it’s OK because he would have an operation and It is not so 
serious that make the situation less stressful. 
d) Irony 
According to Kennedy and Gioia (2007: G16), an irony is a literary 
device in which a contrast of meaning is covered beneath the surface of the 
language. Irony has three types, i.e. verbal irony, dramatic irony, and irony of 
situation. 
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i) Verbal irony 
Perrine (1969: 113) says that verbal irony is the way of saying of what 
opposite means. In other words, verbal irony implies a contrast or discrepancy 
between what is said and what is meant (Kennedy and Gioia, 2007: 172). For 
example, the sentence I think people who open the windows when it is cold 
outside are attentive is a verbal irony where it also contains criticism. It is an 
indirect request which at once is criticism that the speaker in reality most 
likely believes that people who shut the windows when it is cold outside are 
attentive. 
ii) Dramatic irony 
Dramatic irony occurs when the audience or reader understands the 
implication and meaning of a situation ‘on stage’ but the character does not 
(Kennedy and Gioia, 2007: G9). An example of dramatic irony is when a cat 
asks a dog, “Do you know where my mousetrap is?” and the dog replies, “I 
have no idea!” The readers or the audiences know that actually the cat does 
not need a mousetrap to catch a mouse. Although frequently the readers or the 
audiences know what actually must happen in that situation, the writer or the 
story maker considers it to make a dramatic effect. 
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iii) Irony of situation 
Irony of situation is an irony in which the discrepancy exists when 
something is about to happen to a character who expects the opposite 
circumstance (Kennedy and Gioia, 2007: G16). An example of irony of 
situation is in The country is very rich. It has many beggars around the 
streets. Here the readers or the audiences may expect the gap condition in the 
country, where the country is very rich but there are still many beggars who 
are not taken care by the government. 
b. The Functions of Figures of Speech 
Perrine (1969: 71) classifies the functions of figures of speech into 
four, i.e. to afford imaginative pleasure, to bring an additional imagery, to add 
emotional intensity, and to say much in a brief compass. 
1) To afford imaginative pleasure 
Through the text, figures of speech can make human feel pleasure with 
imagination, which means that human have imagination and pleasure at once. 
Therefore, figures of speech are significant in giving pleasure in the form of 
imagination. For example, the expression I paddle my canoe in the river that 
flows slowly, in a sunny day, under a cloudy sky, with a wind blowing slowly 
contains symbolism in which the words paddle, my canoe, river, and the 
situation in a sunny day, under a cloudy sky, with a wind blowing slowly mean 
more than what they are. Besides, this sentence can afford imaginative 
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pleasure such as serenity, peace, and joy to the readers by imagining the 
situation. 
2) To bring an additional imagery 
Figures of speech also function in bringing an additional imagery. By 
additional imagery, an abstract thing becomes concrete. In poetical form, 
imagery can be defined as the figurative description. It experiences reader’s 
mind to create such imagination through the text. For example, in the 
sentences Someday, my plane will fly high. With these two firm wings, with 
this great and sturdy body, the words plane and fly high implied symbolism 
by using the expression ‘plane will fly high' to represent a moment when 
someone's dreams will come true. In addition, this sentence implies to give an 
additional imagery that is more affecting the humans’ sense in visual term by 
imagining the parts of the plane; the strength of each parts of the plane which 
visualize how strong the speaker’s dream is. 
3) To add emotional intensity 
Figures of speech can be used to convey an abstract thing in creating 
emotional sense. For example, the expression The world waits you to speak, 
right now!!! implies synecdoche since there is an association between the 
world and the people. Furthermore, it implies the function of adding 
emotional intensity by forcing the subject you to speak, to take an action, or to 
make a decision exactly at that time like there is no more time, like there is no 
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more chance. Moreover, the use of exclamation marks emphasizes the 
expression and makes the situation become full of tension. 
4) To say much in a brief compass 
Figures of speech are also the way of saying something much in a brief 
form. Through figures of speech, the writer or the speaker can communicate 
his or her idea without detail explanation. In this way, the reader pictures the 
intended meaning through the text in a brief way. A particular example can be 
seen in a quote Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must 
keep moving (Albert Einstein). The first sentence contains simile through the 
word like to make a comparison between life and riding a bicycle. Moreover, 
this simile is used to say much in a brief way. In riding a bicycle, the more 
people slow down their bicycle, the more people will be difficult to remain 
standing. And if they stop, they will fall. They need to keep riding their 
bicycle straight and forward to stay balance. The speaker’s metaphorical 
description of life as riding a bicycle proposes particular truths about life that 
would need many words to state in common language. 
3. Newspaper Headlines 
Newspaper as a means of communication definitely uses language as 
its main device. A newspaper has many contents in it such as news articles, 
letters to editors, tips, and advertisements. Newspaper is available in print or 
electronic form. In each edition, a newspaper has a main news article which 
is set in a big and bold letters that is called a headline (Saxena, 2006: 17). It is 
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a line or lines in newspaper which use a large print at the top of a news 
article. A headline usually uses only few words to summarize the most 
important point from the news article and it is commonly placed in the very 
front of the newspaper. With that form and style of display type, a headline 
aims to catch the readers’ attention. Usually, a headline contains interesting 
words to attract the readers. In relation to lexical choice, Saxena (2006: 62) 
asserts that headline writers need to select words carefully when creating the 
headline. 
4. The Jakarta Post 
The Jakarta Post is a large and well-known daily newspaper using 
English language published in Indonesia 
(http://www.thejakartapost.com/about). Since 1983, The Jakarta Post is the 
largest English language newspaper in Indonesia with an average circulation 
around 50.000 copies. As a daily newspaper, The Jakarta Post shares local 
and international news and information which recently happens. Of course, 
the headlines occur daily in each edition. 
In January 2015, in Indonesia, all eyes have been on the drama 
unfolding between the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) and the 
National Police (Polri). The conflict begins when Budi Gunawan, the 
candidate of the Polri chief, is determined as a suspect of corruption case by 
the KPK. Since Commissioner General Budi Gunawan has determined as the 
suspect, the KPK reap political storm. Indonesian Democratic Party of 
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Struggle (PDI-P) that insisted in placing Budi Gunawan as the number one 
man in Trunojoyo joined the Polri to attack the KPK. It is a common issue 
that the relationship between those two law enforcement institutions has never 
been harmonious; even it occurred since the beginning of the establishment of 
the KPK, especially when the KPK started ‘to rise’. The things that trigger this 
situation involved many aspects, such as the matter of authority, the image of 
the institution, and welfare. 
An example of how The Jakarta Post website interface shows this 
issue is presented in Figure 1. 
 
Figure 1. The Interface of The Jakarta Post Website 
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5. Previous Studies 
In order to obtain authenticity, the researcher found three previous 
research findings which have similarity to the topic of discussion. The first 
similar analysis was done by Sarah (2011) from Yogyakarta State University. 
Her research is entitled An Analysis of Figures of Speech in Shakespeare's 
Work: Romeo and Juliet.  In her research, she explained the style of language 
was used figurative language. Her objectives are to find out the types, 
meanings, and functions of figures of speech. 
Meanwhile, the similar version was also done by Arista Ferdiansyah 
Puspita (2014) from Yogyakarta State University. Her research is entitled A 
Stylistic Analysis of Figures of Speech in Les Miserables Movie. The aims of 
her research are to describe the types of figures of speech and to find out the 
functions of figures of speech in Les Miserables movie. 
The third research is entitled Language Style in the Headlines of the 
Political Issues in The Jakarta Post by Yuri Damar Mustikaningtyas (2011), 
also from Yogyakarta State University. Her research is quite different from 
the two previous research findings since its focuses are style features of 
language, not figures of speech. The focuses of her research are the kinds of 
style features (typographical make-up, ellipsis, grammatical structure, sounds 
(rhyme and alliteration), intertextuality, partial quotes, and numberings), the 
meaning of lexical choice, and the purpose of those features to the readers. 
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Unlike Sarah (2011) and Puspita (2014), the researcher's thesis has a 
different object and focuses. In their study, they use literary work as the object 
of the study. However, in this study, the researcher uses a daily local 
newspaper. Unlike Sarah (2011), the researcher does not include the study of 
meaning in his research because in the same way when analyzing types and 
functions, the researcher implicitly explains the meaning of such figures of 
speech. The researcher has a similar source—The Jakarta Post—like 
Mustikaningtyas (2011), yet with different data and focus. Thus, this study is 
indeed different from the studies mentioned before. 
B. The Conceptual Framework 
The researcher analyzes figures of speech in The Jakarta Post 
newspaper headlines. Since figures of speech are kinds of language styles, the 
researcher uses stylistic approach which stylistic study is used to analyze the 
language style in many discourses. 
The classification of figures of speech is based on Perrine’s theory 
(1969) which divided figures of speech into twelve types, i.e. metaphor, 
simile, personification, apostrophe, metonymy, symbol, synecdoche, allegory, 
paradox, overstatement/hyperbole, understatement/litotes, and irony. 
The classification of functions of figures of speech is also based on 
Perrine’s theory of which are to afford imaginative pleasure, to bring an 
additional imagery, to add emotional intensity, and to say much in a brief 
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Stylistic Categories Linguistic Categories 
Stylistics 
Lexical Categories Figures of Speech Grammatical 
Categories 
Cohesion and 
Context 
Non-Literary 
Work 
The Jakarta Post 
Headlines under 
the Issue of KPK 
vs. Polri 
Schemes Tropes 
Types Functions 
By Comparison: Metaphor, 
Simile, Personification, and 
Apostrophe. 
To afford imaginative 
pleasure 
A STYLISTIC ANALYSIS OF FIGURES OF SPEECH IN THE JAKARTA POST 
HEADLINES UNDER THE ISSUE OF KPK VS. POLRI 
Figure 2. Analytical Construct 
By Association: Metonymy, 
Synecdoche, Symbol, and 
Allegory. 
By Contrast: Paradox, 
Hyperbole/Overstatement, 
Litotes/Understatement, and 
Irony (Verbal, Dramatic, and 
Situation). 
To bring an additional 
imagery 
To add emotional 
intensity 
To say much in a brief 
compass 
compass. To make it clear, the design of analytical construct is presented in 
Figure 2. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. Type of the Study 
In this study, the researcher used descriptive qualitative approach. This 
study is called descriptive because it emphasizes on explaining the 
phenomenon of the use of language in its context by interpreting the data. 
Moreover, this study is called qualitative because it provides a richer and 
more in-depth understanding (VanderStoep and Johnston, 2009: 8). According 
to VanderStoep and Johnston (2009: 167), a qualitative research’s purpose is 
more descriptive than predictive. It aims to make a research participant get a 
deep understanding. Through stylistic approach, the researcher analyzed the 
types and functions of figures of speech in the headlines to give the 
explanations of the language use and artistic function, like what Leech and 
Short (2007: 11) say. The phenomena described in this research are language 
styles in terms of figures of speech. 
B. The Forms, Contexts, and Source of Data 
The objects of this study are The Jakarta Post newspaper selected 
headlines in January 2015 under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. The forms of the 
data are the sentences in the title and body of newspaper headlines which 
contain figures of speech. The contexts of the data are the headlines in 
January 2015 under the issue of KPK vs. Polri in The Jakarta Post news 
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website. The data source of this research is The Jakarta Post website, i.e. 
www.thejakartapost.com. 
C. Research Instruments 
The main instrument of this study is the researcher himself since the 
method used in this study is qualitative. There are two reasons why qualitative 
study uses its researcher as the main instrument, according to Croker’s theory 
(in Heigham and Croker, 2009: 11). First, because the researcher himself 
directly collects the data by doing observation, and second, because other 
research instrument such as observation field note does not speak for itself; 
the researcher has to interpret it. As the primary instrument, the researcher has 
the key role of observing, collecting, analyzing and interpreting the data and 
finally making conclusion. 
The secondary instrument of this study is the data sheet which eased 
the researcher to categorize and analyze the data. In addition, coding is also 
used in the data sheet to ease the researcher and the readers to find the data. 
The data sheet is in the form of a table of types and functions of figures of 
speech. 
D. The Techniques of Data Collection  
There are several types of data collection technique in qualitative 
research according to Vanderstoep and Johnston’s theory (2009: 189) in their 
book—Research Methods for Everyday Life: Blending Qualitative and 
Quantitative Approaches, i.e. interviewing (face-to face question-and-answer 
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process), ethnographic observation (observing people enacting culture), 
analysis of documents and material culture (written text or cultural artifacts), 
and visual analysis (e.g. interpretation of mediated communication texts such 
as films or television programs). Since the object of this study is non-literary 
text in the form of newspaper, the researcher used analysis of documents by 
note taking as the data collection technique. The researcher collected the data 
of figures of speech from The Jakarta Post newspaper headlines in the 
contexts of body and title. The procedures of data collection are listed as 
follows: 
1. the researcher read the selected newspaper headlines comprehensively to 
find out the appropriate data based on the researcher’s perception, 
researcher’s knowledge, and theories of figures of speech; 
2. the researcher identified the objects to select the data; 
3. the researcher analyzed the selected data to understand the context to 
support the researcher’s analysis; 
4. the researcher used the experts’ theories of figures of speech as stated in 
literature review to see their conformity with the selected data; 
5. the researcher classified the relevant data based on the categorizations; 
and 
6. the researcher transferred the data into the data sheet. 
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The sample of data sheet is presented in the table below. 
Table 1. The Sample of Data Sheet of Types and Functions of Figures of 
Speech in The Jakarta Post Headlines under the Issue of KPK vs. Polri 
Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
19/N3/g/4 KPK faces 
total 
paralysis 
      √         √ Although the sentence 
said the KPK which faces 
total paralysis, it actually 
means the KPK 
leadership. Here the 
expression is considered 
as a synecdoche since it 
associates the KPK with 
its commissioners’ 
leadership. The use of 
synecdoche in this 
expression functions to 
mention the 
commissioners’ 
leadership of the KPK in a 
brief way by only 
mentioning the institution 
name. 
 
Notes : 
Code : Number of Datum/News Headline/Types of Figures of 
  Speech/Functions of Figures of Speech 
Types of Figures of Speech  Functions of Figures of Speech 
a : Metaphor   1 : Affording imaginative pleasure 
b : Simile    2 : Bringing an additional imagery 
c : Personification  3 : Adding emotional intensity 
d : Apostrophe   4 : Saying much in a brief compass 
e : Metonymy 
f : Symbol   News Headlines 
g : Synecdoche   N1 : Opposition against Budi on rise 
h : Allegory   N2 : Budi’s case exposes rivalry 
i : Paradox      within police 
j : Overstatement/Hyperbole N3 : KPK faces total paralysis 
k : Understatement/Litotes 
l : Irony
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E. The Techniques of Data Analysis 
In this qualitative research, the method used to analyze the collected 
data is an inductive analysis which goes from specific to general. Here, 
qualitative research employed observation and interpretation in the analysis of 
the types and functions of figures of speech. In conducting the data analysis, 
the researcher took some steps as follows. 
1. The researcher read the newspaper headlines comprehensively. 
2. The researcher identified the headlines including the contexts of body and 
title to select the data based on the objectives of the study. 
3. The researcher put the selected data into the data sheet. 
4. The researcher codified and classified the data by tagging the data based 
on the categories made from the objectives of the study in the data sheet. 
5. The researcher made interpretation based on the finding from data sheet. 
6. The researcher made conclusion based on the data analysis. 
F. Trustworthiness of the Data 
In qualitative research, triangulation is a technique which is commonly 
used to increase trustworthiness. Croker states (in Heigham and Croker, 2009: 
11) that triangulation is achieving different perspectives on a phenomenon by 
collecting data from different participants. 
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In order to gain credibility and reliability of the data, the researcher 
discussed and consulted the data with his two supervisors. Moreover, the 
researcher also asked some linguistics students to triangulate the data. 
Through their analysis, the data were rechecked to ensure the suitability 
between the theories and the findings in the research. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
As mentioned in the background of the research, this research is aimed 
at identifying the types and functions of figures of speech in The Jakarta Post 
selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. In this chapter, the results 
of the research are explained in two sections, i.e. findings and discussion. The 
findings are presented in the table of data findings that contains the types and 
functions of figures of speech in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under 
the issue of KPK vs. Polri, while the discussion section explains the 
objectives of the research in detail. 
A. Findings 
The findings of types and functions of figures of speech in The Jakarta 
Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri are presented in the 
following table. 
Table 2. Types and Functions of Figures of Speech in The Jakarta Post 
Headlines under the Issue of KPK vs. Polri 
No Categories Types Functions Data 
1 
By 
comparison 
Metaphor Adding emotional intensity 18 Saying much in a brief compass 
2 Simile Adding emotional intensity 4 Saying much in a brief compass 
3 Apostrophe Adding emotional intensity 11 
4 By 
association Synecdoche Saying much in a brief compass 
1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 
23, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 
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33, 34 
5 By contrast 
Overstatement
/hyperbole 
Adding emotional intensity 5 Saying much in a brief compass 
6 Irony Adding emotional intensity 24 
 
There are twelve figures of speech according to Perrine’s theory, i.e. 
metaphor, simile, personification, apostrophe, metonymy, symbol, 
synecdoche, allegory, paradox, overstatement/hyperbole, 
understatement/litotes, and irony. Those twelve types are classified into three 
categories, i.e. figures of speech by comparison, figures of speech by 
association, and figures of speech by contrast. Based on Table Two, there are 
only six of the twelve types of figures of speech which are found in The 
Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. 
metaphor, simile, apostrophe, synecdoche, overstatement/hyperbole, and 
irony. Personification does not occur in the objects of study since there is no 
human attribute given to un-living objects or non-human in the researcher’s 
objects of study. Metonymy does not occur in the objects of study since the 
speakers in the news or news writers prefer to use part for the whole or vice 
versa to represent something efficiently rather than using a name which 
closely associated to the thing or object. Symbol and allegory do not occur in 
the objects of study since they usually occur in literary works and fiction 
stories. Paradox does not occur in the objects of study since there is no strange 
statement or a statement which is contradictory but contains truth stated by the 
speakers in the news or written by the news writers. Understatement/litotes 
does not occur in the objects of study since the speakers in the news or news 
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writers prefer in stating something in a bigger way to make big effects to the 
readers rather than stating something in less truth. 
Each type of figure of speech has its particular function or functions. 
Perrine says that there are four functions of figures of speech. First, figures of 
speech function to afford imaginative pleasure. Second, figures of speech 
function to bring an additional imagery. Third, figures of speech function to 
add emotional intensity; and fourth, figures of speech function to concentrate 
the meaning in a brief compass. Based on Table Two, there are only two of 
four functions of figures of speech which are found in The Jakarta Post 
selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. to add emotional 
intensity and to say much in a brief compass. Metaphor, simile, and 
overstatement/hyperbole function in both adding emotional intensity to the 
readers and saying much in a brief compass. Apostrophe and irony only 
function in adding emotional intensity to the readers. Synecdoche only 
functions in saying much in a brief compass. However, the functions of 
figures of speech in affording imaginative pleasure and bringing additional 
imagery to the readers do not occur in the researcher’s objects of study since 
both functions usually occur in literary works to make the story more 
affecting the human senses. 
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B. Discussion 
In this section, the researcher provides in-depth explanation of the 
findings. The detailed information is presented to explain the objectives of the 
research covering the discussion on types and functions of figures of speech in 
The Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. 
1. The Types of Figures of Speech in The Jakarta Post Headlines under 
the Issue of KPK vs. Polri 
There are six types of figures of speech in The Jakarta Post selected 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. metaphor, simile, apostrophe, 
synecdoche, overstatement/hyperbole, and irony. 
a. Metaphor 
Metaphor is a figure of speech that compares the things essentially 
unlike. There is only one metaphor in The Jakarta Post selected headlines 
under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. in the news entitled “Budi’s case 
exposes rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. The 
example of metaphor is presented in the following. 
“If you have issues related to rivalry, settle it first and don’t throw the 
fireball at the House,” he told Budi during a hearing at the House on 
Wednesday. (18/N2/a/3-4) 
The statement is said by NasDem (National Democrat) Party lawmaker 
Akbar Faizal during a hearing at the House of Representatives on Wednesday 
(January 14, 2015). His statement is based on his disappointment of the police 
members’ inability to settle the rivalry. The statement contains metaphor since 
the speaker mentions the fireball which substitutes for a problem. From the 
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datum obtained, it can be seen that the speaker prefers to make indirect 
comparison of two things by substituting one thing for another that is 
seemingly unrelated. Moreover, the fireball and a problem are the things 
essentially unlike. The speaker tends to compare them to indicate similarities 
of particular values between them, i.e. dangerous and risky. The speaker 
assumed that throwing a problem to others is as dangerous and risky as 
throwing a fireball. By employing metaphor, the speaker makes variations in 
expressing something. 
In employing metaphor, the speaker does not always mention the two 
things or objects being compared in one clause or sentence. As in the 
example, the speaker only states one object which substitutes for another 
object. Basically those objects are not related but they still have a similarity or 
similarities. 
b. Simile 
The difference between metaphor and simile is the use of comparative 
words. There is only one simile in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under 
the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. in the news entitled “Opposition against Budi 
on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. The example of simile is 
presented in the following. 
“We must emphasize that our support for Jokowi was not like a 
blank check, but it was based on our big hope that Pak Jokowi could 
live up to his promises to support the country’s corruption eradication 
efforts,” he said. (04/N1/b/4) 
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The statement is said by a rapper named Joshua Matulessy who is also 
known as JFlow, who took part in the Salam Dua Jari concert at Gelora Bung 
Karno Stadium on the eve of the July 9, 2014 presidential election. As a 
representation of the group, he read an open letter expressing the group’s 
disappointment over Jokowi’s pick. 
The statement is considered as a simile since it compares our support 
for Jokowi and a blank check. Our support for Jokowi and a blank check 
are the objects or things essentially unlike. Moreover, the expression uses was 
not like which indicates comparative words. Here the speaker tends to 
compare them to indicate the differences of particular values between them, 
i.e. their support was based on nothing or without any certain reason. 
c. Apostrophe 
There is only one apostrophe in The Jakarta Post selected headlines 
under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. in the news entitled “Budi’s case 
exposes rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. Apostrophe 
also functions to provide the speaker to articulate thought aloud besides 
directly to address to someone or something such as an inanimate object, a 
dead or absent person, an abstract thing, or a spirit. An example of apostrophe 
is presented in the following datum. 
“If you are a true statesman, why didn’t you just go to the 
President to tell him that Budi’s nomination was inappropriate?” 
the former South Sulawesi Police chief said, refusing to disclose who 
he was referring to. (11/N2/d/4) 
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The statement is said by Insp. Gen. (ret) Sisno Adiwinoto, a former 
South Sulawesi Police chief. His statement is considered as an apostrophe 
since he implicitly speaks to someone or some people (Budi’s rivals within 
the National Police) absent in that situation. The use of pronoun you in his 
statement makes the addressee unclear, but if the readers can understand the 
context of the situation, the readers will know who he is referring to. Also as it 
is an apostrophe, the readers know that the addressee could not answer the 
speaker’s utterance in that situation and there would be no responses. 
Apostrophe is usually used by a politician or an orator to divert a 
speech or message from the audience to someone or some people absent. 
Thus, the speaker does not seem to talking to the audience. This way is used 
to address someone or some people indirectly. 
d. Synecdoche 
Synecdoche often overlapped with metonymy. Synecdoche uses a part 
of a thing to represent a whole thing, and vice versa; while metonymy uses 
something closely related for the thing actually meant by substituting the 
name of the thing with another thing that is closely associated. In the 
researcher’s objects of study, synecdoche occurs in all selected news 
headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri in The Jakarta Post, i.e. in the 
news entitled “Opposition against Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 
2015, “Budi’s case exposes rivalry within police” was published on January 
16, 2015, and “KPK faces total paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. 
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Furthermore, all synecdoche in all selected news headlines under the 
issue of KPK vs. Polri in The Jakarta Post represent the part by mentioning 
the whole. There are so many examples of synecdoche which represent the 
part by mentioning the whole in the researcher’s objects of study. One of 
which is presented in the following datum. 
Angered by President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo’s decision to nominate 
graft suspect Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as the next National Police 
chief, Jokowi’s presidential campaign volunteers and members of 
civil-society organizations called on the President to not inaugurate the 
three-star police general in spite of the House of Representatives’ 
official endorsement. (01/N1/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Opposition against 
Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. During the chaotic 
condition of the next National Police chief nomination, Jokowi’s presidential 
campaign volunteers and members of civil-society organizations angered by 
President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo’s decision to nominate a graft suspect Comr. 
Gen. Budi Gunawan as the next National Police chief. The President’s 
decision made them to call on the President to not inaugurate the three-star 
police general in spite of the House of Representatives’ official endorsement. 
This datum contains synecdoche since it associates the House of 
Representatives as a house of the legislature with its members. However, the 
endorsement is done by the members of the House of Representatives. By this 
synecdoche, the news writers mean the members of the House of 
Representatives who make the endorsement. Another example of synecdoche 
is presented in the following. 
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Representatives from the group demanded the KPK swiftly detain 
Budi, a move they considered the most effective to prevent Jokowi 
from inaugurating a graft suspect as the country’s top cop. (02/N1/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Opposition against 
Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. Early on Thursday (January 
15, 2015), dozens of Jokowi’s campaign volunteers and supporters from the 
Salam Dua Jari or the Two Finger Salute group along with antigraft activists 
grouped under the Coalition of Civil Society and a number of religious 
figures, thronged the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) headquarters 
to protest against Budi’s nomination as the next National Police chief. The 
representatives from the groups demanded the KPK to detain Budi swiftly. 
For them, detaining Budi is the most effective action to prevent Jokowi from 
inaugurating a graft suspect as the country’s top cop. 
This datum contains synecdoche since it associates the KPK as a law 
enforcement institution with its members. The KPK is an institution which is 
demanded by the representatives of the groups to detain Budi swiftly. 
However, detaining a person only can be done by the KPK members. by this 
use of synecdoche, the news writers mean the KPK members who should 
detain Budi swiftly. Another example of synecdoche in the researcher’s 
objects of study is presented in the following. 
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Rapper Joshua Matulessy, also known as JFlow, who took part in the 
Salam Dua Jari concert at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium on the eve of 
the July 9, 2014 presidential election, read an open letter expressing 
the group’s disappointment over Jokowi’s pick. (03/N1/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Opposition against 
Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. This datum contains 
synecdoche since it associates the group with its members who express their 
disappointment over Jokowi’s pick. By this synecdoche, the news writers 
mean the members of the group who were disappointed by Jokowi’s pick. 
There is another example of synecdoche which is presented in the following 
datum. 
An online petition on change.org started by the Indonesia 
Corruption Watch (ICW) on Jan. 9, when news about Budi’s 
nomination broke, had 27,074 signatories as of 8:30 p.m. on Thursday. 
(07/N1/g/4) 
 This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Opposition against 
Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. Disagree with Budi 
nomination as the next National Police chief, members from the Indonesia 
Corruption Watch (ICW)—a non-governmental organization (NGO) which 
has a mission to watch and report the corruption in Indonesia to public, started 
an online petition on change.org, a website which enables everyone to start a 
petition. Along with the other volunteers, they do actions to keep criticize 
Jokowi, particularly in Budi’s case. They want Jokowi to keep his promise to 
create a clean government. 
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The expression in the datum contains synecdoche since it associates an 
organization with its members. Moreover, the petition is started by the 
members of the Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW). By the use of this 
synecdoche, the news writers tend to make an association between the 
organization and its members. the news writers mean the members of the 
Indonesia Corruption Watch (ICW) who started the petition. Another example 
of synecdoche is presented in the following datum. 
Only a few days after Jokowi officially nominated Budi as a candidate 
for the role of National Police chief, the KPK announced that its 
investigators had named the latter a suspect in relation to alleged 
bribery and gratuities. (10/N2/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. The action taken by 
the members of the KPK makes some parties feel suspicious, especially the 
parties from the police. They feel suspicious because it is very strange to see 
the members of the KPK naming Budi a suspect while he had never been 
questioned before. Furthermore, the KPK announced that its investigators had 
named Budi a suspect in relation to alleged bribery and gratuities. 
The ability to announce something only can be done by the persons. 
Since the datum contains the expression which associates the KPK as a law 
enforcement institution with its commissioners, it is considered as an example 
of synecdoche. The news writers mean the commissioners of the KPK who 
announced that the KPK investigators had named Budi Gunawan a suspect in 
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relation to alleged bribery and gratuities. Another example of synecdoche is 
presented in the following. 
“The KPK’s investigation into Budi carries strong political intrigue.” 
(12/N2/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. The statement is 
said by Insp. Gen. (ret) Sisno Adiwinoto, a former South Sulawesi Police 
chief. The KPK investigators had named Budi a suspect in relation to alleged 
bribery and gratuities just a few days after President Jokowi officially 
nominated Budi as a candidate for the role of National Police chief. It makes 
Sisno speculates that Budi’s rivals within the National Police had helped 
provide information to the KPK in relation to Budi’s alleged graft. 
This datum contains synecdoche since the speaker associates an 
institution with its members. The investigation into Budi is done by the KPK 
investigators. The speaker tends to make an association between the 
institution and its members. The speaker means the KPK investigators who 
did the investigation into Budi. Another example of synecdoche is presented 
in the following. 
On Wednesday, incumbent National Police chief Gen. Sutarman 
expressed regret that Jokowi chose not to involve him and the 
National Police in the screening of his potential successors, as was 
done in the selection of previous police-chief candidates. (13/N2/g/4) 
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This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. Before choosing 
candidates for the next National Police chief, ideally the President held a 
screening to see the candidates’ track records. Yet in that time, incumbent 
National Police Chief Gen. Sutarman expressed regret that Jokowi chose not 
to involve him and the National Police in the screening of his potential 
successors, as was done in the selection of previous police-chief candidates. 
Even so, he does not want to be trapped by the negative thinking and just want 
to wait and see the result, as he said. 
The datum contains synecdoche which associates the law enforcement 
institution with its members. The ideal screening should involve the members 
of the National Police and the potential successors of incumbent National 
Police Chief Gen. Sutarman. By this synecdoche, the news writers associate 
the National Police with its members and the potential successors of 
incumbent National Police Chief Gen. Sutarman. The news writers mean 
President Jokowi should involve incumbent National Police Chief Gen. 
Sutarman, the members of the National Police and the potential successors of 
incumbent National Police Chief Gen. Sutarman in the screening. Another 
example of synecdoche is presented in the following datum. 
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“Ideally, the National Police would have been asked to provide 
information about the candidates’ track records, as we already have an 
assessment mechanism in place,” said Sutarman. (14/N2/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. In the screening, 
the members of the National Police should be involved since they would have 
been asked to provide information about the candidates’ track records. It is a 
regular mechanism which is done in the place. 
This datum contains the expression of synecdoche since it associates 
the institution with its members. The speaker means the members of the 
National Police who would have been asked to provide information about the 
candidates of the next National Police chief track records. Another example of 
synecdoche is presented in the following datum. 
Desmond Junaidi Mahesa insinuated on Thursday that he had seen on 
TV that Sutarman showed “happy gestures” after the KPK named 
Budi a suspect. (16/N2/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. Sutarman declined 
a speculation that the sudden naming of Budi as a graft suspect was fueled by 
his disappointment in Budi’s nomination. It could result in his term being cut 
short before his scheduled retirement, or because of infighting among the 
force’s three-star generals. Yet Desmond Junaidi Mahesa, an activist who 
later became a politician of the Great Indonesia Movement Party (Gerindra) 
and now serves as vice chairman of the House of Representatives Commission 
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III, insinuated that he had seen on TV that Sutarman showed “happy gestures” 
after the KPK named Budi a suspect. 
This datum contains synecdoche since there is an association between 
the institution and its commissioners. Naming Budi as a suspect is done by 
the KPK commissioners. Thus, the speaker means the KPK commissioners 
who named Budi a suspect. Another example of synecdoche is presented in 
the following. 
NasDem Party lawmaker Akbar Faizal said he was disappointed by 
the police’s inability to settle the rivalry. (17/N2/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. Budi said that he 
had information indicating that a police general—one who had also been 
touted as the potential police chief—had provided the KPK evidence used to 
charge him with graft. Former National Police Chief Gen. (ret) Chaerudin 
Ismail also said that he had heard that there was escalating tension within the 
force surrounding the nomination of Budi. Moreover, he also said that this is 
very dangerous to the reputation of the police force. Seeing this condition also 
makes NasDem (National Democrat) Party lawmaker Akbar Faizal said that 
he was disappointed by the police’s inability to settle the rivalry. 
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The expression in this datum is considered as synecdoche since there 
is an association between the institution and the members related to this 
condition. The speaker tends to make an association between the police and 
its members. He means that he was disappointed by the inability of the 
members of the police who cannot settle the rivalry among them. 
e. Overstatement/Hyperbole 
There is only one overstatement/hyperbole in The Jakarta Post 
selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. in the news entitled 
“Opposition against Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015. 
Overstatement/hyperbole is used to emphasize something in the service of 
truth. Overstatement/hyperbole often functions to make such big effects. The 
example of overstatement/hyperbole is presented in the following datum. 
“Arresting [Budi] is the only way to save the country,” he said. 
(05/N1/j/3-4) 
This statement is considered as an overstatement/hyperbole since it 
expresses the statement in a bigger way. It also can be said too much, as the 
country cannot be saved anymore without doing that action. Furthermore, the 
speaker tends to make such big effects. He was also implicitly stating of how 
important to do the action. However, as it is a hyperbole, the statement itself is 
not expected to be believed by the readers. 
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f. Irony 
Irony is a figure of speech which has meanings beyond its use. Based 
on Perrine’s theory, there are three types of irony, i.e. verbal irony, dramatic 
irony, and irony of situation. There is only one irony in the researcher’s 
objects of study, i.e. verbal irony. This irony occurs in the news entitled “KPK 
faces total paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. 
Verbal irony is used when a writer or a speaker says one thing but 
means something opposite. It implies a contrast or discrepancy between what 
is said and what is meant. This irony works if the readers or the hearers aware 
with the meanings implied. The example of irony is presented in the 
following. 
“It is difficult to understand that the series of criminal reports against 
KPK commissioners is not coincidental. After Pak Bambang 
Widjojanto was named a suspect by the police on Friday, then Pak 
Adnan Pandu Praja and Pak Abraham were reported afterward. I also 
hear that a police report will be filed against Pak Zulkarnain [on 
Wednesday]. It’s a perfect scheme, isn’t it?” Johan said at the KPK 
headquarters on Tuesday, referring to KPK commissioners. (24/N3/l/3) 
The statement is said by KPK prevention unit deputy Johan Budi at the 
KPK headquarters on Tuesday, referring to KPK commissioners. His 
statement is based on his feeling of dislike on the National Police which acts 
unprofessionally and keeps conflicts of interest in handling reports against 
KPK leaders. 
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The expression is considered as a verbal irony since the speaker shows 
the discrepancy between what he said and what he meant. The word perfect 
contains a negative connotation of what actually happened in that situation is 
never been expected, while generally the word perfect means having all the 
required or desirable aspects. 
2. The Functions of Figures of Speech in The Jakarta Post Headlines 
under the Issue of KPK vs. Polri 
There are two functions of figures of speech which are found in The 
Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. to add 
emotional intensity to the readers and to say much in a brief compass. 
a. To Add Emotional Intensity 
One of the functions of figures of speech is to add emotional intensity 
to the readers. By this function, figures of speech are not merely informative. 
Some types of figures of speech in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under 
the issue of KPK vs. Polri function to add emotional intensity to the readers, 
such as in the following. 
“If you have issues related to rivalry, settle it first and don’t throw the 
fireball at the House,” he told Budi during a hearing at the House on 
Wednesday. (18/N2/a/3-4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. This datum 
contains metaphor as the speaker mentions the fireball which substitutes for a 
problem which functions to add emotional intensity to the readers by 
conveying an assumption of a problem in a dangerous term. By this function, 
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the readers are not only read his statement as an informative statement, but it 
also provokes the readers’ emotion since the speaker assumed that throwing a 
problem to others is as dangerous and risky as throwing a fireball. Another 
example of figure of speech which functions to add emotional intensity to the 
readers is presented in the following. 
“We must emphasize that our support for Jokowi was not like a 
blank check, but it was based on our big hope that Pak Jokowi could 
live up to his promises to support the country’s corruption eradication 
efforts,” he said. (04/N1/b/4) 
The use of simile in his statement functions to add emotional intensity 
to the readers by showing a serious tone and an exaggeration in the speaker’s 
statement that was not like a blank check. The speaker emphasizes that their 
support for Jokowi was not based on nothing or without any certain reason. 
He also emphasizes a clear distinction between their support for Jokowi and 
the values or concepts of a blank check. Thus, this expression functions to 
provoke the readers’ emotion. Another example is presented in the following 
datum. 
“If you are a true statesman, why didn’t you just go to the 
President to tell him that Budi’s nomination was inappropriate?” 
the former South Sulawesi Police chief said, refusing to disclose who 
he was referring to. (11/N2/d/4) 
Since there are irregularities surrounding the naming of Comr. Gen. 
Budi Gunawan as a candidate for the role of National Police chief, the 
observers assume that the move was related to an ongoing rivalry involving 
the force’s high-ranking generals, centering on the competition for the force’s 
top job. Moreover, a few days after Jokowi officially nominated Budi as a 
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candidate for the role of National Police chief, the KPK announced that its 
investigators had named Budi a suspect in relation to alleged bribery and 
gratuities. 
The speaker’s statement contains speculation that Budi’s rivals within 
the National Police had helped provide information to the KPK in relation to 
Budi’s alleged graft. By the use of apostrophe, the speaker’s statement 
functions to add emotional intensity to the readers. It provokes the readers that 
what someone or some people (Budi’s rivals within the National Police) did is 
less appropriate, with satirizing tone. Another example is presented in the 
following datum. 
“Arresting [Budi] is the only way to save the country,” he said. 
(05/N1/j/3-4) 
Since President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo decided to nominate graft 
suspect Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as the next National Police chief, 
Jokowi’s presidential campaign volunteers and members of civil-society 
organizations angered and called on the President to not inaugurate the three-
star police general in spite of the House of Representatives’ official 
endorsement. They crowded the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) 
headquarters to protest against Budi’s nomination on Thursday (January 15, 
2015). They assume that they have a responsibility to remind the President 
that Budi is the wrong choice. 
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The representatives from the group demanded the KPK members to 
arrest Budi swiftly. They considered that the move is the most effective action 
to prevent Jokowi from inaugurating a graft suspect as the country’s top cop. 
One of the representatives from the group who expresses the opinion is Benny 
Susetyo from the Indonesian Bishops Conference. He called for more concrete 
action by saying that truth must prevail and arresting Budi is the only way to 
save the country as the country cannot be saved anymore without doing that 
action. 
This statement contains overstatement/hyperbole since it expresses the 
statement in a bigger way. Furthermore, the speaker tends to make such big 
effects and wants to provoke the readers’ emotion with his statement. Another 
example of figure of speech which functions to add emotional intensity to the 
readers is presented in the following. 
“It is difficult to understand that the series of criminal reports against 
KPK commissioners is not coincidental. After Pak Bambang 
Widjojanto was named a suspect by the police on Friday, then Pak 
Adnan Pandu Praja and Pak Abraham were reported afterward. I also 
hear that a police report will be filed against Pak Zulkarnain [on 
Wednesday]. It’s a perfect scheme, isn’t it?” Johan said at the KPK 
headquarters on Tuesday, referring to KPK commissioners. (24/N3/l/3) 
Some parties feel suspicious with the series of criminal reports against 
KPK commissioners. They assume that it is not coincidental. The National 
Police members’ moves in handling criminal reports against the KPK 
commissioners could cause a total paralysis of the antigraft body’s leadership. 
As regulated under Article 32 of Law No. 30/2002, the KPK commissioners 
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must be suspended if they are facing criminal charges. This condition also 
makes deputy Johan Budi from KPK prevention unit feel uncomfortable. 
By the use of verbal irony, the speaker tends to add emotional intensity 
to the readers by ‘tickling’ the readers through his statement with the facts that 
showed how bad the situation that afflicts the KPK commissioners. 
b. To Say Much in a Brief Compass 
Another function of figures of speech is to say something much in a 
brief compass. By this function, figures of speech are means of concentration. 
Some types of figures of speech in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under 
the issue of KPK vs. Polri function to say something much in a brief compass, 
such as in the following. 
“If you have issues related to rivalry, settle it first and don’t throw the 
fireball at the House,” he told Budi during a hearing at the House on 
Wednesday. (18/N2/a/3-4) 
Akbar Faizal, a lawmaker from NasDem (National Democrat) Party, 
was disappointed by the police’s inability to settle the rivalry. He thinks that 
the irregularities surrounding the naming of Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as a 
candidate for the role of National Police chief was related to an ongoing 
rivalry involving the force’s high-ranking generals, centering on the 
competition for the force’s top job. Although Budi’s status at the time was a 
graft suspect, a plenary meeting at the House of Representatives later formally 
endorsed Budi’s nomination. 
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Besides functioning to add emotional intensity to the readers, the 
expression also functions to say much in a brief compass. As the speaker 
assumed that throwing a problem to others is as dangerous and risky as 
throwing a fireball, this expression functions to say in a simple way of how 
bad throwing a problem to others and its effects like to throw the fireball. By 
this function, the speaker does not need to explain the concepts or values of 
the fireball which compares to a problem. Another example of figure of 
speech which functions to say something much in a brief compass is presented 
in the following. 
“We must emphasize that our support for Jokowi was not like a 
blank check, but it was based on our big hope that Pak Jokowi could 
live up to his promises to support the country’s corruption eradication 
efforts,” he said. (04/N1/b/4) 
Along with dozens of Jokowi’s campaign volunteers and supporters 
from the Salam Dua Jari or the Two Finger Salute group, the antigraft 
activists, and a number of religious figures, rapper Joshua Matulessy who is 
also known as JFlow thronged the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) 
headquarters to protest against Budi’s nomination as the next National Police 
chief on Thursday (January 15, 2015). 
Besides this expression functions to add emotional intensity to the 
readers, it also functions to say something much in a brief compass. Simile 
here functions to concentrate the meaning or a value of a support which 
compares to a blank check in a brief way. A blank check is a plain paper 
check which nothing is written there. A blank check can also be defined as 
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‘something which is based on nothing’ or ‘without a certain reason.’ By this 
function, the speaker does not need to explain the concepts or values of a 
blank check which compares to a support. Another example is presented in 
the following datum. 
KPK faces total paralysis (19/N3/g/4) 
 This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. Total paralysis is a condition 
that can be experienced by a person, an organization, or a place. Generally, 
paralysis is known as a loss of control to move or feel a part or most of the 
body. Although the sentence said the KPK which faces total paralysis, it 
actually means the KPK leadership. The National Police moves to handle 
criminal reports reported. There are speculation arises which makes Mr. 
Bambang Widjojanto named as suspect by the police. Mr. Adnan Pandu Praja 
and Mr. Abraham Samad were reported afterward. Then, police report also 
filed to Mr. Zulkarnain. 
The use of synecdoche in this expression functions to simply mention 
the institution name to make an association rather than to mention the 
commissioners’ leadership of the KPK or the names of the KPK 
commissioners. By this function, the news writers do not need to mention the 
commissioners’ leadership of the KPK or the names of the KPK 
commissioners. Another example is presented in the following datum. 
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The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) warned on 
Tuesday that the National Police’s moves in handling criminal reports 
against its commissioners could cause a total paralysis of the antigraft 
body’s leadership. (20/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. The National Police’s members 
moves in handling criminal reports against the KPK commissioners are 
assumed can cause a total paralysis of the antigraft body’s leadership. As 
regulated under Article 32 of Law No. 30/2002, the moves would 
automatically result in the suspension of the KPK commissioners. 
The expression in this datum is considered as synecdoche since it 
associates the institution with its members. The news writers mean the 
members of the KPK who gave a warning to the officers of the National 
Police in handling criminal reports against the KPK commissioners. This 
synecdoche functions to say much in a brief way. By this function, the news 
writers prefer to simply mention the name of the institution rather than to 
mention the members of the KPK. Another example is presented in the 
following. 
The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) warned on Tuesday 
that the National Police’s moves in handling criminal reports against 
its commissioners could cause a total paralysis of the antigraft body’s 
leadership. (21/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. It is emphasized by the KPK 
prevention unit deputy Johan Budi statement saying that the total paralysis 
could take place if the National Police members pressed ahead with 
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processing the criminal reports filed against all KPK commissioners and 
named them as suspects, as it would automatically result in the suspension of 
KPK commissioners as regulated under Article 32 of Law No. 30/2002. 
This datum contains the expression the National Police’s moves 
which is an example of synecdoche since it means the moves of the National 
Police investigators in handling criminal reports against the KPK 
commissioners. This synecdoche functions to say something much in a brief 
compass. By this function, the news writers simply mention the name of the 
institution to make it brief. Another example is presented in the following 
datum. 
Johan then called on the National Police to act professionally and 
avoid conflicts of interest in handling reports against KPK leaders. 
(25/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. The National Police’s moves in 
handling criminal reports against the KPK commissioners which could cause a 
total paralysis of the antigraft body’s leadership were warned by the 
Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK). The National Police is considered 
pressed ahead the KPK with processing the criminal reports to against all KPK 
commissioners and to name them as suspects. The action taken by the 
National Police then makes deputy Johan from KPK prevention unit to call on 
the National Police to act professionally and avoid conflicts of interest in 
handling reports against KPK leaders. 
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The National Police in this datum is classified as a synecdoche since 
it associates the National Police as a law enforcement institution with its 
members or investigators. This synecdoche functions to say much in a brief 
way. Johan means the members of the National Police who should act 
professionally and avoid conflicts of interest and the investigators of the 
National Police in handling reports against KPK leaders. By this function, the 
news writers simply say the members or the investigators of the National 
police by only mentioning the institution. Another example is presented in the 
following datum. 
The police also moved swiftly to arrest Bambang late last week. 
(29/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. The controversial move against 
Bambang Widjojanto came after the KPK declared on Tuesday, January 13 
the National Police chief nominee Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan a graft suspect 
for amassing Rp. 95 billion (US$ 7.6 million) when he was serving as a head 
of the Career Development Bureau at the National Police headquarters from 
2004 to 2006. Even so, Bambang was released from detention early on 
Saturday, January 24 2015. 
This datum contains synecdoche since the news writers associate the 
institution with its officers. The news writers mean the officers of the National 
Police who moved swiftly to arrest Bambang. This synecdoche functions to 
say much in a brief compass. By this function, it concentrates the meaning of 
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the officers of the National Police by only stating the name of the institution. 
Another example is presented in the following. 
The antigraft body started investigating Budi in July last year. 
(30/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. Actually the KPK investigators 
look into corruption reports for months or even years before declaring 
someone a suspect. The alleged brief related to Budi Gunawan for amassing 
Rp. 95 billion (US$ 7.6 million) arose since he was serving as a head of the 
Career Development Bureau at the National Police headquarters from 2004 to 
2006. Yet, the antigraft body investigators started investigating Budi in July 
2014. 
This datum contains synecdoche since it associates the institution with 
its members. The news writers mean the investigators of the KPK who started 
investigating Budi in July 2014. This synecdoche functions to say much in a 
brief way. By this function, the news writers simply say the investigators of 
the KPK by only mentioning the institution. Another example is presented in 
the following. 
Soon after arresting Bambang, the National Police opened a new 
investigation into another deputy chairman, Adnan Pandu Praja, who 
was reported to the police for illegally taking over the shares of a 
logging company, PT Desy Timber, in Berau, East Kalimantan. 
(31/N3/g/4) 
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This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. National Police Spokesman Sr. 
Comr. Rikwanto said that police investigators were still working to find 
evidence that could implicate deputy chairman Adnan Pandu Praja in his 
criminal case. He said that he and the police investigators have not yet 
determined when to summon deputy chairman Adnan Pandu Praja for 
questioning, and it all depends on the evidence he and the police investigators 
collected. 
This datum contains synecdoche since it associates the institution with 
its members. The news writers mean the police investigators who opened a 
new investigation into another deputy chairman Adnan Pandu Praja. This 
synecdoche functions to say much in a brief compass. By this function, the 
news writers prefer to simply mention the National Police rather than the 
police investigators to make the meaning concentrated. Another example is 
presented in the following datum. 
Currently, the police are also looking into a possible abuse of 
authority involving Abraham for his alleged efforts to recommend a 
lenient prison sentence for PDI-P Lawmaker Emir Moeis. (32/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. Not only Bambang Widjojanto 
and Adnan Pandu Praja, the police investigators also look into a possible 
abuse of authority involving the KPK commissioner Abraham Samad for his 
alleged efforts to recommend a lenient prison sentence for PDI-P (Indonesian 
Democratic Party of Struggle) Lawmaker Emir Moeis. The Jakarta Corruption 
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Court judges sentenced Emir to three years in prison in April 2014 for 
accepting bribes in a graft case surrounding the construction of a power plant 
in Lampung. As the National Police Spokesman Sr. Comr. Rikwanto said, the 
police investigators were still working to find evidence that could implicate 
the KPK commissioner Abraham Samad in his criminal case, along with 
deputy chairman Adnan Pandu Praja. 
The datum contains synecdoche since it associates the law 
enforcement institution with its investigators. The news writers mean the 
investigators of the police who look into a possible abuse of authority 
involving Abraham for his alleged efforts to recommend a lenient prison 
sentence for PDI-P Lawmaker Emir Moeis. This synecdoche functions to say 
much in a brief compass. By this function, the news writers simply say the 
investigators of the police by only mentioning the police. Another example is 
presented in the following datum. 
The Jakarta Corruption Court sentenced Emir to three years in 
prison in April 2014 for accepting bribes in a graft case surrounding 
the construction of a power plant in Lampung. (33/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. The PDI-P (Indonesian 
Democratic Party of Struggle) Lawmaker Emir Moeis were sentenced to three 
years in prison in April 2014 for accepting bribes in a graft case surrounding 
the construction of a power plant in Lampung. Yet, the police were also 
looking into a possible abuse of authority involving the KPK commissioner 
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Abraham Samad for his alleged efforts to recommend a lenient prison 
sentence for Emir Moeis. 
This datum contains synecdoche since the expression associates the 
institution with its members. Moreover, to sentence someone guilty only can 
be done by the judges. The news writers mean the judges of the Jakarta 
Corruption Court who sentenced Emir to three years in prison in April 2014 
for accepting bribes in a graft case surrounding the construction of a power 
plant in Lampung. This synecdoche function to say much in a brief way by 
rather stating the institution name than mentioning the judges of the Jakarta 
Corruption Court. Another example is presented in the following. 
Although Jokowi has yet to officially issue a presidential decree to 
establish an independent team to probe the standoff between the KPK 
and the National Police, the team started work on Tuesday while 
Jokowi took a trip to Medan, North Sumatra. (34/N3/g/4) 
This datum occurs in the news headline entitled “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. The chaotic condition between 
the KPK and the National Police made President Jokowi planned to officially 
issue a presidential decree to establish an independent team to probe the 
standoff between those two law enforcement institutions. The team which its 
members include former KPK commissioners Erry Riyana Hardjapamekas 
and Tumpak Hatorangan Panggabean, former Constitutional Court chief 
justice Jimly Asshiddiqie, University of Indonesia professor and international 
law expert Hikmahanto Juwana, prominent Muslim scholar Ahmad Syafii 
Maarif, as well as former chairman of Indonesia’s second largest Islamic 
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organization Muhammadiyah and former National Police deputy chief Comr. 
Gen. (ret) Oegroseno, started to work on Tuesday (February 3, 2015) while 
Jokowi took a trip to Medan, North Sumatra. 
This datum contains synecdoche since it associates the law 
enforcement institutions with their members who associated to this standoff. 
The news writers mean President Jokowi has yet to officially issue a 
presidential decree to establish an independent team to probe the standoff 
between the KPK and the National Police members. This synecdoche 
functions to say much in a brief way by only stating the institution names. By 
this function, the news writers do not need to mention the members of those 
institutions who associated to this standoff. Another example is presented in 
the following. 
“Arresting [Budi] is the only way to save the country,” he said. 
(05/N1/j/3-4) 
According to the speaker, Benny Susetyo from the Indonesia Bishops 
Conference, nominating Budi as the next National Police chief is a wrong 
choice. Many people also believed that Jokowi bowed to political pressure in 
nominating Budi, who was the adjutant to Indonesian Democratic Party of 
Struggle (PDI-P) chairwoman Megawati Soekarnoputri when she was served 
as president between 2001 and 2004. 
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This expression functions to say much in a brief way about how 
important the action of arresting [Budi] and the effects to the country such as 
the political situation in the country will be chaotic if it is not done. By this 
function, the speaker does not need to explain the importance of this action 
and the effects to the country if it is not done. 
The types and functions of figures of speech employed in The Jakarta 
Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri make the language in 
the objects of study figurative. This happens since figures of speech are 
linguistic elements that have non-literal meaning. In the researcher’s objects 
of study, the functions of figures of speech are clearly portrayed through the 
typical characteristic of each type of figure of speech by explaining the 
setting, condition, the news writers’ narration and the speakers’ utterances, as 
the researcher discussed in the discussion section. The employment of 
comparison, association, and contrast through figures of speech gives clear 
functions to the readers. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The researcher drew the conclusions based on the findings of two 
objectives of the research which are to identify the types and functions of 
figures of speech used in The Jakarta Post headlines under the issue of KPK 
vs. Polri. Based on the findings and discussion in Chapter IV, some 
conclusions can be drawn related to the formulation of the problems and 
objectives of the study stated in Chapter I. The researcher formulates the 
conclusions as mentioned in the following points. 
1. The speakers and news writers have employed several types of figures of 
speech in The Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. 
Polri. There are only six of twelve types of figures of speech found in the 
researcher’s objects of study, i.e. metaphor, simile, apostrophe, 
synecdoche, overstatement/hyperbole, and irony. 
Metaphor occurs in the headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015, while simile 
occurs in the headline entitled “Opposition against Budi on rise” was 
published on January 16, 2015. Both are employed by the speakers in the 
news to compare the things essentially unlike. 
Apostrophe occurs in the headline entitled “Budi’s case exposes 
rivalry within police” was published on January 16, 2015. In the headline, 
the speaker speaks to someone or some people absent in the situation. 
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Synecdoche is the main type of figure of speech used in The 
Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri. It 
occurs in all three selected headlines, i.e. “Budi’s case exposes rivalry 
within police” was published on January 16, 2015, “Opposition against 
Budi on rise” was published on January 16, 2015, and “KPK faces total 
paralysis” was published on January 28, 2015. All synecdoche employed 
by the speakers and news writers in all selected news headlines represent 
the part by mentioning the whole. In the researcher’s objects of study, 
synecdoche is used to associate the institutions, organizations, and groups 
with their members. 
Overstatement/hyperbole is employed by the speaker in the 
headline entitled “Opposition against Budi on rise” was published on 
January 16, 2015 to express something in a bigger way. 
Irony occurs in the headline entitled “KPK faces total paralysis” 
was published on January 28, 2015. As verbal irony, the speaker in the 
news says one thing but means something opposite which implies a 
contrast or discrepancy between what he said and what he meant. 
2. Each type of figure of speech has its particular function or functions. 
There are only two of four functions of figures of speech found in The 
Jakarta Post selected headlines under the issue of KPK vs. Polri, i.e. to 
add emotional intensity and to say much in a brief compass. 
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Synecdoche is the most dominant type of figure of speech which 
functions to say something much in a brief way. In line with its typical 
characteristic which associates a part with the whole or vice versa, the 
speakers or news writers can simply state the name of the institutions or 
organizations to make an association with their members. Even so, to say 
something in a brief way, the speakers or news writers also employed 
other types of figures of speech, i.e. metaphor, simile, and 
overstatement/hyperbole. 
In adding emotional intensity to the readers, metaphor, simile, 
apostrophe, overstatement/hyperbole, and irony also function well by 
depicting their typical characteristic. Supported by context, those five 
figures of speech give more tension to the readers by provoking, 
exaggerating, and expressing something with terms that have different 
tendencies. 
The use of figures of speech can be risky since not all the 
audience or the readers have an ability to interpret them. Thus, there 
could be a misinterpretation. Yet, for the people who can interpret the 
figures of speech well, it could be very helpful since they can grasp the 
actual meaning of the figures of speech used by the speakers or the 
writers. Moreover, the functions of figures of speech are also fulfilled. 
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Appendix A. The Data Sheet of Types and Functions of Figures of Speech in The Jakarta Post Headlines under the Issue of KPK vs. Polri 
Notes: 
Code: 01/N1/g/4: Number of Datum/News Headline/Types of Figures of Speech/Functions of Figures of Speech 
Types of Figures of Speech Functions of Figures of Speech 
a : Metaphor 1 : Affording imaginative pleasure 
b : Simile 2 : Bringing an additional imagery 
c : Personification 3 : Adding emotional intensity 
d : Apostrophe 4 : Saying much in a brief compass 
e : Metonymy 
f : Symbol News Headlines 
g : Synecdoche N1 : Opposition against Budi on rise 
h : Allegory N2 : Budi’s case exposes rivalry within police 
i : Paradox N3 : KPK faces total paralysis 
j : Overstatement/Hyperbole 
k : Understatement/Litotes 
l : Irony 
Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
01/N1/g/4 Angered by President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo’s decision to nominate graft 
suspect Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as the 
next National Police chief, Jokowi’s 
presidential campaign volunteers and 
members of civil-society organizations 
called on the President to not inaugurate 
the three-star police general in spite of the 
      √         √ The expression the House of 
Representatives’ official endorsement is 
an example of synecdoche since 
endorsement is done by the members of 
the House of Representatives. The use of 
synecdoche functions to associate the 
House of Representatives as a house of the 
legislature with its members. In addition, 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
House of Representatives’ official 
endorsement. 
here synecdoche functions to mention the 
members of the House in a brief way by 
just mentioning the legislative body. 
02/N1/g/4 Representatives from the group demanded 
the KPK swiftly detain Budi, a move they 
considered the most effective to prevent 
Jokowi from inaugurating a graft suspect 
as the country’s top cop. 
      √         √ The KPK is an institution which is 
demanded by the representatives of the 
group to detain Budi swiftly. It is 
considered as a synecdoche since 
detaining a person only can be done by the 
KPK members. Thus, it functions to 
associate the KPK as a law enforcement 
institution with its members. The 
synecdoche also functions to mention the 
members of KPK in a brief way by just 
mentioning the institution. 
03/N1/g/4 Rapper Joshua Matulessy, also known as 
JFlow, who took part in the Salam Dua 
Jari concert at Gelora Bung Karno 
Stadium on the eve of the July 9, 2014 
presidential election, read an open letter 
expressing the group’s disappointment 
over Jokowi’s pick. 
      √         √ The expression the group’s 
disappointment is an example of 
synecdoche since it associates the group 
with its members who express their 
disappointment. The use of synecdoche 
here functions to mention the group 
members in a brief way by just 
mentioning the group. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
04/N1/b/4 “We must emphasize that our support for 
Jokowi was not like a blank check, but it 
was based on our big hope that Pak 
Jokowi could live up to his promises to 
support the country’s corruption 
eradication efforts,” he said. 
 √             √ √ The expression our support for Jokowi 
was not like a blank check is considered 
as a simile. It compares our support with 
a blank check by using the word like as a 
comparative word. Blank check is a plain 
paper check which nothing is written 
there. The use of simile here functions to 
add emotional intensity of the readers by 
showing a serious tone and an 
exaggeration in the speaker’s statement. 
Simile also functions to concentrate the 
concepts or values of a support which 
compare to the concepts or values of a 
blank check in a brief way like ‘based on 
nothing’ or ‘without a certain reason.’ 
05/N1/j/3-
4 
“Arresting [Budi] is the only way to 
save the country,” he said. 
         √     √ √ The expression Arresting [Budi] is the 
only way to save the country is 
considered as an overstatement or 
hyperbole since it expresses the statement 
in a bigger way or can be said too much 
like the country cannot be saved anymore 
without doing the action. This expression 
functions to add emotional intensity of the 
readers by provoking the readers about 
situation of the country which cannot be 
saved anymore without doing that action. 
Moreover, it also functions to say in a 
brief way about how important the action 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
of arresting [Budi] and the effects to the 
political situation of the country if it is not 
done. 
06/N1/g/4 The hashtag was reminiscent of a 
movement to shame then-president Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono following his 
party’s move to drop the direct voting 
mechanism for local elections in a plenary 
session at the House of Representatives. 
      √         √ The party’s move in this sentence means 
a move which is done by the party 
members (the Democratic—the party of 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono) to drop the 
direct voting mechanism. Thus, since it 
associates the party with its members, this 
expression is an example of synecdoche. 
This use of synecdoche functions to 
mention the party’s members in a brief 
way by just mentioning the party. 
07/N1/g/4 An online petition on change.org started 
by the Indonesia Corruption Watch 
(ICW) on Jan. 9, when news about Budi’s 
nomination broke, had 27,074 signatories 
as of 8:30 p.m. on Thursday. 
      √         √ The Indonesia Corruption Watch 
(ICW) is a non-governmental 
organization. It is considered as a 
synecdoche since to contribute in an 
online petition only can be done by the 
ICW members. Thus, it functions to 
associate the ICW as an organization with 
its members. In addition, this expression 
also functions to mention the ICW 
members in a brief way by only 
mentioning the organization. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
08/N1/g/4 Also present at the palace was House 
Speaker Setya Novanto from the Golkar 
Party, who held a meeting with 
presidential chief of staff Luhut Binsar 
Panjaitan, during which he conveyed the 
House’s official endorsement of Budi. 
      √         √ The expression the House’s official 
endorsement of Budi is an example of 
synecdoche since the act of endorsement 
only can be done by the members of the 
House. It functions to associate the House 
as a legislative body with its members and 
mention the members of the House in a 
brief way by only mentioning the House. 
09/N2/g/4 “We are suspicious of the KPK 
[Corruption Eradication Commission] 
because it is very strange to see it naming 
Budi a suspect while the latter had never 
been questioned before.” 
      √         √ The expression is considered as a 
synecdoche since it associates the KPK as 
an institution with its commissioners. It 
also functions to mention the 
commissioners of the KPK in a brief way 
by just mentioning the name of the 
institution. 
10/N2/g/4 Only a few days after Jokowi officially 
nominated Budi as a candidate for the role 
of National Police chief, the KPK 
announced that its investigators had 
named the latter a suspect in relation to 
alleged bribery and gratuities. 
      √         √ The ability to announce something only 
can be done by the persons. This 
expression associates the KPK as a law 
enforcement institution with its 
commissioners. Thus, it is an example of 
synecdoche. The use of synecdoche 
functions to simply mention the 
commissioners of the KPK by only 
mentioning the institution. 
11/N2/d/4 “If you are a true statesman, why didn’t 
you just go to the President to tell him 
that Budi’s nomination was 
inappropriate?” the former South 
   √           √  The expression in the sentence is 
classified as an apostrophe since the 
speaker implicitly speaks to someone or 
some people (Budi’s rivals within the 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
Sulawesi Police chief said, refusing to 
disclose who he was referring to. 
National Police) absent in that situation. 
By the use of apostrophe, it functions to 
add emotional intensity of the readers by 
provoking the readers about someone or 
some people (Budi’s rivals within the 
National Police) did is less appropriate, 
with satirizing tone. 
12/N2/g/4 “The KPK’s investigation into Budi 
carries strong political intrigue.” 
      √         √ The investigation is done by the KPK 
investigators. Thus, the expression in the 
sentence is considered as a synecdoche 
since it associates the KPK as an 
institution with its investigators. It also 
functions to simply mention the 
investigators of the KPK by only 
mentioning the KPK as the association. 
13/N2/g/4 On Wednesday, incumbent National 
Police chief Gen. Sutarman expressed 
regret that Jokowi chose not to involve 
him and the National Police in the 
screening of his potential successors, as 
was done in the selection of previous 
police-chief candidates. 
      √         √ In this sentence, the National Police 
means the members of the National Police 
who Jokowi should involve in the 
screening. Here the expression is 
classified as synecdoche since the 
National Police as an institution associates 
its members. It functions to mention them 
in a brief way by simply mentioning the 
name of the institution. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
14/N2/g/4 “Ideally, the National Police would have 
been asked to provide information about 
the candidates’ track records, as we 
already have an assessment mechanism in 
place,” said Sutarman. 
      √         √ Since the action of asking to provide 
information only can be referred to 
persons, the National Police here 
associates the institution with the 
members of the National Police. Thus, it is 
considered as an example of synecdoche. 
The use of synecdoche here functions to 
mention the members of the National 
Police by simply mentioning the National 
Police. 
15/N2/g/4 Budi himself said that he had information 
indicating that a police general — one 
who had also been touted as potential 
police chief — had provided the KPK 
with evidence used to charge him with 
graft. 
      √         √ The expression in this sentence is an 
example of synecdoche since the KPK 
here means the staffs or commissioners of 
the KPK who received the evidence. It 
functions to make an association. 
Moreover, it also used to mention the 
staffs or commissioners of the KPK 
simply by stating the institution. 
16/N2/g/4 Desmond Junaidi Mahesa insinuated on 
Thursday that he had seen on TV that 
Sutarman showed “happy gestures” after 
the KPK named Budi a suspect. 
      √         √ Naming someone a suspect is done by the 
commissioners of the KPK. The 
expression is considered as synecdoche 
since there is an association made between 
the institution and its commissioners. It 
functions to mention the staffs or 
commissioners of the KPK in a brief way 
by just mentioning the KPK. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
17/N2/g/4 NasDem Party lawmaker Akbar Faizal 
said he was disappointed by the police’s 
inability to settle the rivalry. 
      √         √ The expression the police’s inability here 
refers to the members of the National 
Police. It is an example of synecdoche 
since there is an association between the 
institution and the members. The use of 
synecdoche here also functions to mention 
the parties concerned and responsible to 
settle the rivalry within the National 
Police in a brief way by only mentioning 
the police. 
18/N2/a/3-
4 
“If you have issues related to rivalry, 
settle it first and don’t throw the fireball 
at the House,” he told Budi during a 
hearing at the House on Wednesday. 
√              √ √ The expression the fireball is an example 
of metaphor since it substitutes the fireball 
for a problem. The use of metaphor here 
functions to add emotional intensity of the 
readers by conveying an assumption of a 
problem in a dangerous term. Also, it 
functions to say in a simple way of how 
bad throw a problem to others and its 
effects like to throw the fireball. 
19/N3/g/4 KPK faces total paralysis       √         √ Total paralysis is a condition that can be 
experienced by a person, an organization, 
or a place. Although the sentence said the 
KPK which faces total paralysis, it 
actually means the KPK leadership. Here 
the expression is considered as a 
synecdoche since it associates the KPK 
with its commissioners’ leadership. The 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
use of synecdoche in this expression 
functions to mention the commissioners’ 
leadership of the KPK in a brief way by 
only mentioning the institution name. 
20/N3/g/4 The Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) warned on Tuesday 
that the National Police’s moves in 
handling criminal reports against its 
commissioners could cause a total 
paralysis of the antigraft body’s 
leadership. 
      √         √ The Corruption Eradication 
Commission (KPK) here is an example of 
synecdoche since it associates the KPK as 
an institution with its members to warn 
something. In addition, it functions to 
simply say the KPK members by only 
mentioning the KPK. 
21/N3/g/4 The Corruption Eradication Commission 
(KPK) warned on Tuesday that the 
National Police’s moves in handling 
criminal reports against its commissioners 
could cause a total paralysis of the 
antigraft body’s leadership. 
      √         √ The National Police’s moves is an 
example of synecdoche since it means the 
moves of the National Police investigators 
in handling criminal reports. Thus, it 
associates the National Police as an 
institution with its members. This 
synecdoche functions to mention the 
investigators of the National Police in a 
brief way by only mentioning the National 
Police. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
22/N3/g/4 KPK prevention unit deputy Johan Budi 
said the total paralysis could take place if 
the National Police pressed ahead with 
processing the criminal reports filed 
against all KPK commissioners and named 
them as suspects, as it would 
automatically result in the suspension of 
KPK commissioners as regulated under 
Article 32 of Law No. 30/2002. 
      √         √ The expression in the sentence is 
considered as a synecdoche since the act 
of processing criminal reports is done by 
the National Police investigators. So it 
associates the National Police with its 
investigators. It functions to simply 
mention the investigators of the National 
Police by mentioning the institution name. 
23/N3/g/4 “After Pak Bambang Widjojanto was 
named a suspect by the police on Friday, 
then Pak Adnan Pandu Praja and Pak 
Abraham were reported afterward.” 
      √         √ To name someone a suspect only can be 
done by persons. The police here is 
considered as an example of synecdoche 
since it associates the institution with its 
commissioners. It functions to simply say 
the commissioners of the National Police 
who are responsible to name someone a 
suspect by only mentioning the institution. 
24/N3/l/3 “It is difficult to understand that the series 
of criminal reports against KPK 
commissioners is not coincidental. After 
Pak Bambang Widjojanto was named a 
suspect by the police on Friday, then Pak 
Adnan Pandu Praja and Pak Abraham 
were reported afterward. I also hear that a 
police report will be filed against Pak 
Zulkarnain [on Wednesday]. It’s a 
perfect scheme, isn’t it?” Johan said at 
           √   √  The expression here is an example of 
irony. The sentence it’s a perfect scheme, 
isn’t it? shows the discrepancy between 
what Johan said and what he meant; it 
contains a negative connotation of what 
actually happened in that situation is never 
been expected. The use of irony here 
functions to add emotional intensity by 
‘tickling’ the readers with the facts that 
showed how bad the situation that afflicts 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
the KPK headquarters on Tuesday, 
referring to KPK commissioners. 
the KPK commissioners. 
25/N3/g/4 Johan then called on the National Police 
to act professionally and avoid conflicts of 
interest in handling reports against KPK 
leaders. 
      √         √ The National Police in this sentence is 
classified as a synecdoche. It associates 
the National Police as a law enforcement 
institution with its members or 
investigators to act professionally and 
avoid conflicts of interest in handling 
reports against KPK leaders. This 
synecdoche functions to simply say the 
members or investigators of the National 
Police by only saying the institution name. 
26/N3/g/4 “Now, it depends on the National Police 
whether they can soon find strong 
evidence to support their claims and 
declare KPK commissioners as suspects.” 
      √         √ The expression in the sentence is an 
example of synecdoche since it means the 
investigators of the National Police who 
can find strong evidence to support their 
claims and declare KPK commissioners as 
suspects, not the institution. It functions to 
mention the investigators in a brief way by 
only mentioning the National Police. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
27/N3/g/4 Unlike the KPK, which looks into 
corruption reports for months or even 
years before declaring someone a suspect, 
it only took four days for the police to 
process a criminal report, filed by 
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle 
(PDI-P) politician Sugianto Sabran. 
      √         √ The act of looking into corruption reports 
is done by persons. The KPK here is an 
example of synecdoche since it associates 
the institution with its members. It 
functions to mention the investigators of 
the KPK simply by saying the institution 
name. 
28/N3/g/4 Unlike the KPK, which looks into 
corruption reports for months or even 
years before declaring someone a suspect, 
it only took four days for the police to 
process a criminal report, filed by 
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle 
(PDI-P) politician Sugianto Sabran. 
      √         √ Processing a criminal report is done by 
persons. The police here is considered as 
an example of synecdoche since it 
associates the law enforcement institution 
with its investigators. The use of 
synecdoche here functions to say the 
investigators of the police in a brief way 
by just mentioning the police. 
29/N3/g/4 The police also moved swiftly to arrest 
Bambang late last week. 
      √         √ The police here is considered as a 
synecdoche since it means the officers 
who moved swiftly to arrest Bambang late 
last week. Thus, there is an association 
made between the institution and the 
officers. Synecdoche here functions to say 
the officers from the police in a brief way 
by only mentioning the police. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
30/N3/g/4 The antigraft body started investigating 
Budi in July last year. 
      √         √ The act of investigating someone only can 
be done by persons. The antigraft body 
here is considered as a synecdoche since it 
means the investigators of the antigraft 
body, not the institution. It associates the 
institution with its members. The use of 
synecdoche here functions to say the 
investigators of the antigraft body simply 
by only saying the antigraft body. 
31/N3/g/4 Soon after arresting Bambang, the 
National Police opened a new 
investigation into another deputy 
chairman, Adnan Pandu Praja, who was 
reported to the police for illegally taking 
over the shares of a logging company, PT 
Desy Timber, in Berau, East Kalimantan. 
      √         √ The act of arresting someone and opening 
an investigation is done by the 
investigators of the National Police who 
responsible to do that action, not the 
institution. The expression the National 
Police here is an example of synecdoche 
which associates the law enforcement 
institution with its investigators. It 
functions to mention the investigators of 
the National Police in a brief way by only 
mentioning the name of the institution. 
32/N3/g/4 Currently, the police are also looking into 
a possible abuse of authority involving 
Abraham for his alleged efforts to 
recommend a lenient prison sentence for 
PDI-P lawmaker Emir Moeis. 
      √         √ The police here is considered as a 
synecdoche since it associates the 
institution with its members in doing that 
action. It functions to simply say the 
investigators from the police by only 
saying the institution. 
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Code Data Types Functions Explanation 
a b c d e f g h i j k l 1 2 3 4 
33/N3/g/4 The Jakarta Corruption Court 
sentenced Emir to three years in prison in 
April 2014 for accepting bribes in a graft 
case surrounding the construction of a 
power plant in Lampung. 
      √         √ To sentence someone guilty only can be 
done by judges. The Jakarta Corruption 
Court in this sentence is an example of 
synecdoche since it associates the 
institution with its members. The use of 
synecdoche here functions to mention the 
judges of the corruption court in a brief 
way by mentioning the institution name. 
34/N3/g/4 Although Jokowi has yet to officially 
issue a presidential decree to establish an 
independent team to probe the standoff 
between the KPK and the National 
Police, the team started work on Tuesday 
while Jokowi took a trip to Medan, North 
Sumatra. 
      √         √ The KPK and the National Police here is 
considered as synecdoche since it 
associated the law enforcement 
institutions with their members to attack 
each other. Synecdoche here functions to 
mention the members of the KPK and the 
National Police associated to this standoff 
in a brief way by only saying the name of 
the institutions. 
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Opposition against Budi on rise 
Ina Parlina and Haeril Halim, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta | Headlines | Fri, 
January 16 2015, 8:44 AM 
Angered by President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo’s decision to nominate graft 
suspect Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as the next National Police chief, 
Jokowi’s presidential campaign volunteers and members of civil-society 
organizations called on the President to not inaugurate the three-star police 
general in spite of the House of Representatives’ official endorsement. 
Early on Thursday, dozens of Jokowi’s campaign volunteers and supporters 
from the Salam Dua Jari or the Two Finger Salute group, along with antigraft 
activists grouped under the Coalition of Civil Society and a number of 
religious figures, thronged the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) 
headquarters to protest against Budi’s nomination. 
Representatives from the group demanded the KPK swiftly detain Budi, a 
move they considered the most effective to prevent Jokowi from inaugurating 
a graft suspect as the country’s top cop. 
“We have a responsibility to remind him that Budi is the wrong choice,” 
television personality Olga Lidya of Salam Dua Jari said during a press 
conference. “We stand on the KPK’s side,” she added. 
Rapper Joshua Matulessy, also known as JFlow, who took part in the Salam 
Dua Jari concert at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium on the eve of the July 9, 
2014 presidential election, read an open letter expressing the group’s 
disappointment over Jokowi’s pick. 
“We hope this letter opens the President’s heart to hear our voices. We must 
emphasize that our support for Jokowi was not like a blank check, but it was 
based on our big hope that Pak Jokowi could live up to his promises to 
support the country’s corruption eradication efforts,” he said. 
Benny Susetyo of the Indonesian Bishops Conference called for more 
concrete action. “Truth must prevail. Arresting [Budi] is the only way to save 
the country,” he said. 
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Over the past few days, social media has been abuzz with vitriol directed at 
Jokowi with the hashtag #ShameOnYouJokowi, making it the second-highest 
trending topic in Indonesia as of Thursday afternoon. 
The hashtag was reminiscent of a movement to shame then-president Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono following his party’s move to drop the direct voting 
mechanism for local elections in a plenary session at the House of 
Representatives. 
An online petition on change.org started by the Indonesia Corruption Watch 
(ICW) on Jan. 9, when news about Budi’s nomination broke, had 27,074 
signatories as of 8:30 p.m. on Thursday. 
On Thursday afternoon, some volunteers went to the Presidential complex in 
an attempt to meet with the President to air their complaints. 
Former student activist Fadjroel Rachman was allowed to enter the State 
Palace but failed to meet Jokowi. 
Fadjroel pledged he would continue to make attempts to meet with the 
President to relay the volunteers’ message. 
“It is dangerous if a leader is aware they have made a mistake but refuses to 
publicly acknowledge they have done so and declines to fix it,” Fadjroel said. 
Many believed that Jokowi bowed to political pressure in nominating Budi, 
who was the adjutant to Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) 
chairwoman Megawati Soekarnoputri when she was president between 2001 
and 2004. 
Several key political figures in Jokowi’s coalition, including NasDem Party 
chief Surya Paloh and Vice President Jusuf Kalla, have been spotted coming 
in and out of the palace since Budi was named a suspect on Tuesday, raising 
speculation that they have discussed Budi’s fate. 
Cabinet Secretary Andi Widjajanto said Jokowi had held several meetings 
over the past couple of days, including with Kalla.  
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Andi also said Jokowi held several closed-door meetings on Thursday, 
including with KPK leaders, and was “contemplating what would be the best 
option for Budi”.  
Also present at the palace was House Speaker Setya Novanto from the Golkar 
Party, who held a meeting with presidential chief of staff Luhut Binsar 
Panjaitan, during which he conveyed the House’s official endorsement of 
Budi. 
“We have decided [to endorse Budi] and we have officially informed the 
President about it,” Setya said. 
Political analyst Gun Gun Heryanto said Jokowi’s campaign volunteers could 
tip the balance in the standoff. 
“The volunteers should keep criticizing Jokowi, particularly in Budi’s case, to 
ensure Jokowi keeps his promise to create a clean government,” Gun Gun 
added. “I’m afraid that if Jokowi continues to ignore public criticism, his 
administration will start falling apart.” 
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Budi’s case exposes rivalry within police  
Bagus BT Saragih and Margareth S. Aritonang, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta | 
Headlines | Fri, January 16 2015, 9:07 AM 
Irregularities surrounding the naming of Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan as a 
candidate for the role of National Police chief have prompted observers to 
suggest that the move was related to an ongoing rivalry involving the force’s 
high-ranking generals, centering on the competition for the force’s top job. 
A number of retired police generals acknowledged that fractures within the 
National Police had begun to become visible ever since President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo planned to replace National Police chief Gen. Sutarman 
before the latter’s scheduled retirement. 
“We are suspicious of the KPK [Corruption Eradication Commission] because 
it is very strange to see it naming Budi a suspect while the latter had never 
been questioned before. Not to mention the timing, which inevitably prompted 
suspicion that the investigation had something to do with Budi’s nomination,” 
Insp. Gen. (ret) Sisno Adiwinoto said on Thursday. 
Only a few days after Jokowi officially nominated Budi as a candidate for the 
role of National Police chief, the KPK announced that its investigators had 
named the latter a suspect in relation to alleged bribery and gratuities.  
A plenary meeting at the House of Representatives on Thursday formally 
endorsed Budi’s nomination, despite his status as a graft suspect. 
Sisno’s remarks seemingly affirmed speculation that suggested Budi’s rivals 
within the National Police had helped provide information to the KPK in 
relation to his alleged graft. 
“If you are a true statesman, why didn’t you just go to the President to tell him 
that Budi’s nomination was inappropriate?” the former South Sulawesi Police 
chief said, refusing to disclose who he was referring to.  
“The KPK’s investigation into Budi carries strong political intrigue. The tip-
offs could have come from those who were disappointed by Budi,” he added. 
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“This intrigue is not healthy for the police force and the government as it is 
[creating] conflict among a number of high-ranking police figures as well as 
politicians,” Sisno said. 
Former National Police chief Gen. (ret) Chaerudin Ismail also said he had 
heard that there was escalating tension within the force surrounding the 
nomination of Budi. 
“I cannot confirm details of what has been actually happening but this is very 
dangerous to the reputation of the police force,” he said. 
On Wednesday, incumbent National Police chief Gen. Sutarman expressed 
regret that Jokowi chose not to involve him and the National Police in the 
screening of his potential successors, as was done in the selection of previous 
police-chief candidates. 
“Ideally, the National Police would have been asked to provide information 
about the candidates’ track records, as we already have an assessment 
mechanism in place,” said Sutarman. 
Budi himself said that he had information indicating that a police general — 
one who had also been touted as potential police chief — had provided the 
KPK with evidence used to charge him with graft.  
“But I don’t want to be trapped by negative thinking. Let’s just wait and see,” 
he said at the House on Wednesday. 
Sutarman dismissed speculation that the sudden naming of Budi as a graft 
suspect was fueled by his disappointment in Budi’s nomination, which could 
result in Sutarman’s term being cut short before his scheduled retirement, or 
because of infighting among the force’s three-star generals. 
“We don’t have any internal problems with Budi’s nomination. I assembled 
all the three-star generals this morning to discuss the issue and we all agreed 
to support the President’s decision,” he said on Wednesday. 
Desmond Junaidi Mahesa insinuated on Thursday that he had seen on TV that 
Sutarman showed “happy gestures” after the KPK named Budi a suspect.  
“I could spot the difference. Isn’t that strange?” he said. 
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NasDem Party lawmaker Akbar Faizal said he was disappointed by the 
police’s inability to settle the rivalry.  
“If you have issues related to rivalry, settle it first and don’t throw the fireball 
at the House,” he told Budi during a hearing at the House on Wednesday. 
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KPK faces total paralysis  
Haeril Halim and Ina Parlina, The Jakarta Post, Jakarta | Headlines | Wed, 
January 28 2015, 7:54 AM 
The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) warned on Tuesday that the 
National Police’s moves in handling criminal reports against its 
commissioners could cause a total paralysis of the antigraft body’s leadership. 
KPK prevention unit deputy Johan Budi said the total paralysis could take 
place if the National Police pressed ahead with processing the criminal reports 
filed against all KPK commissioners and named them as suspects, as it would 
automatically result in the suspension of KPK commissioners as regulated 
under Article 32 of Law No. 30/2002. 
The article stipulates that KPK commissioners must be suspended if they are 
facing criminal charges. 
“It is difficult to understand that the series of criminal reports against KPK 
commissioners is not coincidental. After Pak Bambang Widjojanto was 
named a suspect by the police on Friday, then Pak Adnan Pandu Praja and Pak 
Abraham were reported afterward. I also hear that a police report will be filed 
against Pak Zulkarnain [on Wednesday]. It’s a perfect scheme, isn’t it?,” 
Johan said at the KPK headquarters on Tuesday, referring to KPK 
commissioners. 
Johan then called on the National Police to act professionally and avoid 
conflicts of interest in handling reports against KPK leaders. 
“Now, it depends on the National Police whether they can soon find strong 
evidence to support their claims and declare KPK commissioners as suspects. 
If that’s the case, one by one, the KPK commissioners will be suspended from 
their posts.” 
Unlike the KPK, which looks into corruption reports for months or even years 
before declaring someone a suspect, it only took four days for the police to 
process a criminal report, filed by Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle 
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(PDI-P) politician Sugianto Sabran. The police also moved swiftly to arrest 
Bambang late last week. 
Bambang was released from detention early on Saturday. 
The controversial move against Bambang came after the antigraft body 
declared on Jan. 13 National Police chief nominee Comr. Gen. Budi Gunawan 
a graft suspect for amassing Rp 95 billion (US$7.6 million) when serving as 
head of the Career Development Bureau at the National Police headquarters 
from 2004 to 2006. The antigraft body started investigating Budi in July last 
year. 
National Police spokesman Sr. Comr. Rikwanto said that police investigators 
were still working to find evidence that could implicate Abraham and Adnan 
in criminal cases. 
“We have not yet determined when to summon them for questioning, it all 
depends on the evidence we collect,” Rikwanto said. 
An NGO from East Java is expected to file a report against Zulkarnain on 
Wednesday on allegations that he mishandled a graft case when he served as 
East Java chief prosecutor in 2009. 
Soon after arresting Bambang, the National Police opened a new investigation 
into another deputy chairman, Adnan Pandu Praja, who was reported to the 
police for illegally taking over the shares of a logging company, PT Desy 
Timber, in Berau, East Kalimantan.  
Currently, the police are also looking into a possible abuse of authority 
involving Abraham for his alleged efforts to recommend a lenient prison 
sentence for PDI-P lawmaker Emir Moeis. 
The Jakarta Corruption Court sentenced Emir to three years in prison in April 
2014 for accepting bribes in a graft case surrounding the construction of a 
power plant in Lampung. 
Although Jokowi has yet to officially issue a presidential decree to establish 
an independent team to probe the standoff between the KPK and the National 
Police, the team started work on Tuesday while Jokowi took a trip to Medan, 
North Sumatra. 
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Members of the team include former KPK commissioners Erry Riyana 
Hardjapamekas and Tumpak Hatorangan Panggabean, former Constitutional 
Court chief justice Jimly Asshiddiqie, University of Indonesia professor and 
international law expert Hikmahanto Juwana, prominent Muslim scholar 
Ahmad Syafii Maarif, as well as former chairman of Indonesia’s second 
largest Islamic organization Muhammadiyah and former National Police 
deputy chief Comr. Gen. (ret) Oegroseno. 


